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Workers of all countries and oppressed peoples...

BOLSHEVIK PARTY (NORTH KURDISTAN-TURKEY)
HELD ITS SIXTH CONGRESS SUCCESSFULLY!

21ST CENTURY WILL BE THE CENTURY OF
BOLSHEVISM!

Organize in Bolshevik ranks against imperialist barbarism!
Barbarism or socialism! Ya Barbarlik, Ya Sosyalizm!
Yan Barbari, Yan Sosyalizm!

Workers of all countries and oppressed peoples... Communist sympathizers
all over the world... Comrades!...

Our Bolshevik Party held her VI. Congress triumphantly!

We are the Bolshevik Party of North Kurdistan-Turkey! We are a party
upholding the flag of Bolshevism all over the world. We are a Bolshevik Party
showing the way to the liberation of mankind from capitalist barbarism, having
a correct line, its deeds corresponding with its words...

Our sixth congress will be the starting point of a new leap forward! To solve
the huge tasks we set ourselves, our congress adopted the following resoluti-
ons in the light of the science of Marxism-Leninism, thereby deepening our
line:

THE FUNDAMENTAL TASK IS TO
THE PROLETARIAN WORLD REVOLUTION

In order to reach this goal, our sixth congress emphasized once more that the
key link to grasp in the struggle for advancing the international Labor move-
ment, for its unification on a revolutionary basis is the creation of unity of the
World Marxist-Leninist Movement. To reach this significant goal, it is neces-
sary to unite the world Marxist-Leninist movement on correct fundamental
political positions.

Our sixth congress assessed the developments in the international plane as
follows in the fundamental political document it adopted:

THE WORLD IS UNDER THE DOMINATION OF
IMPERIALISM...

Contrary to the recent theory advocated by a series of bourgeois publicists, and
opportunists figuring under the name of Marxism-Leninism, the internationa-
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lization of capital and production is not a new phenomenon. Likewise the glo-
balization theories, blowing in the same hom, are nothing but a repetition of
the view that the fundamental features of imperialism had changed. These are
absurd positions. For the fundamental features and contradictions of imperia-
lism analyzed in the Leninist theory of imperialism are still valid without chan-
ge.

In the last years of the 20th century, the total domination of imperialism
marks the present world. By total domination it should not be understood that
imperialists are almighty, can do whatever they want, etc., but that the entire
world is factually a part of the imperialist economic system.

» This fact means at the same time that in a series of countries under the rule of
imperialism, politics is dominated by total reaction and in very many areas by
open terrorist dictatorship, i.e. fascism.

» This fact means that by virtue of the change in balance of power, a new divi-
sion of the world has set imperialist, reactionary, counter-revolutionary wars
on the agenda. Today unjust, reactionary wars are waged in many places, chau-
vinism 15 stoked for imperialist profits and peoples are incited against each
other. Imperialism tramples the right of nations to self-determination, i.e., their
right to secede and set up their own state, under foot.

» Domination of imperialism means male domination, means the suppressi-
on of feminine gender.

« Domination of imperialism means the darkening of the future of working
youth,

+ Domination of imperialism means wasteful plunder of natural resources for
profit, destruction of life bases.

= Imperialism means, if it is not overthrown with the revolution, steering
towards the destruction of mankind in barbarism.

nﬁmvummmw!
IS THE PROLETARIAN WORLD
B N BOCIALISM EWTJJTDN

The only alternative to imperialism is Socialism and Communism. So long as
imperialist system is not over-thrown with the proletarian world revolution,
there will be no liberation from barbarism for the mankind. By a very crude
classification, socialist revolutions in deve-loped imperialist countries and
anti-imperialist-demo-cratic revolutions under proletarian leadership in depen-
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dent countries, which will develop with different tempi to socialist revolutions,
are direct elements of the proletarian world revolution.

THE MAIN TASK TODAY IS THE BUILDING OF
BOLSHEVIK PARTIES TO LEAD THESE REVOLUTIONS!

Today we must unremittingly, fearlessly, patiently, with a systematic, intense
agitation and propaganda carry into the working class —the real subject of the
revolution— and into the toiling masses, the advanced elements of the working
class, their class-conscious sections organized in the Communist Party, the
workers and the toiling masses united around the Communist Party, the fact
that Communism is a bogy only for the owners of the means of production, and
for workers and toilers the banner of liberation; that it was not socialism that
collapsed in 1990, but the social-fascist dictatorship, a caricature of socialism,
realized by revisionist bourgeois pioneers; that real socialism is the dictators-
hip of workers and toilers over the bourgeoisie etc. That is the most important
revolutionary task today. The death bells for imperialism will toll when we ful-
fill this task. Sooner or later, we Communists will fulfill this revolutionary task
successfully,

THE REVOLUTION IN NORTH KURDISTAN-TURKEY IS AN INSEP, ELEMENT
OF THE PROLETARIAN WORLD REVOLUTION

North Kurdistan-Turkey is a backward capitalist country dependent on impe-

rialism. Its economy and also particularly its superstructure is influenced by

feudal remnants.

North Kurdistan-Turkey is at the stage of anti-imperialist democratic peo-
ple’s revolution. Based on the basic alliance of workers and peasants under the
leadership of the Communist Party and the hegemony of the proletariat, this
revolution will overthrow the fascist dictatorship, realize the independence
from imperialism and the liquidation of dependent capitalism and feudal rem-
nants, eliminate national oppression and create the prerequisites under which
the oppressed nations can exercise their right to secession freely, realize the
equality of all nationalities and erect the revolutionary-democratic dictator-
ship of workers and peasants.

In North Kurdistan-Turkey, the objective prerequisites are present for pas-
sing over through permanent class struggle to socialist revolution and accom-
plishing socialist construction successfully under proletarian leader-ship a
short time after the democratic revolution. To represent that the fascist state of
the Turkish Republic could through some reforms somehow obtain a democra-
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tic structure means turning the facts of the revolutionary class struggle upside
down.

There is only one way to win democracy and pave the way for the socialist
revolution: the violent revolution! Democracy can be achieved only by dest-
roying the present fascist state to its foundations through revolution, and achie-
ved will it be!

The main task is to organize the working class to guarantee the success of the
revolution. The main task is to win the vanguard of the working class through
work in factories and to make the party cells in factories the basis of party orga-
nization. In this way factories will turn into bastions of the Communist Party.

In our work in the unions we will, beside creating Communist union frac-
tions, guide the organization of Strike and Struggle Committees, in which all
union and non-union workers can participate, to prevent yellow, reformist, reli-
gious and fascist union leaders from stabbing the class struggle to death from
behind.

KURDIST, Is
A PRISON OF NATIONS

The most developed struggle of the toiling masses in North Kurdistan-Turkey
today is the national liberation struggle in North Kurdistan. In class terms this
is a peasant struggle. It takes place under leadership of the bourgeois nationa-
list organization of PKK. Momentarily this struggle occupies the most central
place in politics in North Kurdistan-Turkey. At present it is officially declared
that this struggle under leadership of the PKK is not being waged to overthrow
the Turkish Republic, but for the reason of reaching an agreement with her. On
the part of the ruling classes of the Turkish Republic this is a reactionary, coun-
ter-revolutionary war, a genocide, and with regard to the PKK it is a reformist
national war. The PKK s struggle proceeds on a reformist basis. It is not revo-
Jutionary. But still this struggle has a just aspect which is directed against the
national oppression, and this aspect is to be supported.

We Communists know, advocate and struggle for the creation of the precon-
ditions under which the Kurdish nation can freely exercise her right to secede,
and they can not be created by an agreement with the Turkish republic, under
the conditions of its existence, but only through its destruction with the revo-
lution, under relations of the democratic dictatorship of workers and peasants.

In this struggle the general staff, the proletarian party that guides the com-
mon revolution, will be our party, the Bolshevik Party (North Kurdistan-Tur-
key).
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THE MAIN TASK OF THE DAY IS
TO TRAIN ORGANIZERS

Under present conditions where the fundamental political line of the Party has

already been created, organizational building is decisive. In so far the cadres

are of decisive importance. Whether the political line is carried out in practice,

whether the vanguard of the proletariat is really won for the Communist Party

or not depends above all on their work.

Our current task is to train organizer cadres who have the ability to work on
their own primarily in the sphere of organization, to create and to secure revo-
lutionary organizations in the working class (in factories and unions) which
form the organizational scaffold, and over the factory cells to anchor the orga-
nization in the working class!

Selecting the right cadres means today in particular finding out those cadres
among the available who can fulfill the above-mentioned tasks. In this connec-
tion selections will be made on the basis of following decisive criteria: Ideolo-
gical firmness, determination in the face of the class enemy, loyalty to the
party, closest links with the masses, ability to work on his/her own, to make
decisions, discipline and Bolshevik firmness!

THE STAND ON KEMALIST REVOLUTION AND KEMALIST STATE POWER
BlHHIDMEHTlLCHTEHELHLMTBEPMT?mT-LEm
FROM OPPORTUNISTS

In this fundamental question our sixth congress passed a resolution on the
assessment of the question of Kemalism after deep-going investigations and
analyses on the basis of the science of Marxism-Leninism prior to the sixth
congress, thus enriching the Party’s programmatic views still more and freeing
the fundamentally correct views of comrade Ibrahim Kaypakkaya from subor-
dinate errors.

THE KEMALIST REVOLUTION IS ﬁmm
OF THE TOP LAYER
The Kemalist revolution took place in a country where the industrial proletari-
at and its organization was rela-tively weak and where the country was expo-
sed to the danger of being transformed to a colony of the imperialists.

The Kemalist revolution prevented the country from becoming a colony. But
it never gave up its links with imperialism completely. In so far the Kemalist
revolution was no consistently anti-imperialist revolution. Al-though the real
army of the revolution consisted of workers, peasants and toilers, it was the
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Turkish national bourgeoisie that left its mark on the revolution, wanting to free
itself from foreign yoke and have its own independent state.

The Kemalist movement was from the beginning a bourgeois movement
hostile to workers and peasants, frenziedly attacking the developing struggle
of workers, peasants and oppressed nations. It was a fascist military dictators-
hip.

L k]

Besides, our congress confirmed and further developed the Party line in the
following important questions:

* Our congress discussed once more the policy of re-alignment in the work
of our party abroad as an expression of proletarian internationalism in practice.
It was determined that the main body of the organizations of our party carry-
ing out a regional activity abroad, must participate in the work of creating Bols-
hevik Parties in these countries, and in the long-term will be absorbed in these
parties. In the past period of work the correctness of this policy was proved also
by practice, and in the period of work lying before us its transformation into
practice is a task to tackle.

* The positions of comrade Ibrahim Kaypakkaya on the question of fascism
in Turkey were analyzed once more on the basis of the science of Marxism-
Leninism and confirmed as correct Marxist-Leninist views.

* Our congress discussed some paragraphs of the Party statute and made
some changes corresponding to the present situation of our party.

e

Comrades!

The sixth congress of our party has set us significant tasks. Our congress calls
upon all our comrades to work still more devotedly to fill our Marxist-Leninist
party line in all areas of the class struggle with life. This is a call to raise the
struggle for uniting the vanguard with the working class.

Each and every comrade must answer the question “Who is the party?” with
"l am the party”! Each and every comrade must behave accordingly and wage
the class struggle for “conquest of the sun” (N. Hikmet) to the best of his/her
ability.

WORKERS GROANING UNDER THE BRUT.
EXPLOITATION OF CAPITALIST BARBARISM
Our Bolshevik Party calls upon you:

Stand up to advance on the path our party shows you, organize under the flag
of Bolshevism and abolish the exploitation of labor! Rise up against the fascist




dictatorship under the slogan of “We are the producers, we will also be the
governers”. Oppose the yellow, reformist, religious and fascist union leaders.
Set up red union fractions! Set up factory cells of the Communist Party in the
factories! Congquer the factories and under the leadership of our Party raze the
fascist dictatorship to the ground. Establish the revolutionary-democratic
power of workers and peasants! Progress to socialism!

This struggle is your struggle! Do not remain behind, come forward, take the
vanguard and leadership role of the revolution in your hand!

POOR PEASANTS IN NORTH KURDISTAN-TURKEY]
Our party calls upon you:

Our party wants to see you too in the ranks of the struggle against fascist dic-
tatorship.

Come and organize under the umbrella of the party. Together we will
overthrow this fascist order. Only then will you be free from oppression and
exploitation of the big landowners and landlords. Only then will you be free
from the tyranny of Agas and Sheikhs. Only then will you have the possibility
of freely using the land the revolution wrested from the Sheikhs and Agas!
March on the traitors, collaborators and fascism!

WOMEN WORKERS AND TOILING
OF ALL OPPRESSED NATIONALITIES

If you do not want to remain the scored upon inferior oppressed gender befo-
re the law and in real life,

if you do not want to suffer sexual harassment, beatings, violence and rape at
home, on the street, on the job,

if you want equal pay for equal work,

if you want to achieve the socialization of housework and upbringing of
children,

if you want to see the unjust war in North Kurdistan finished, and stand for
entire equality of the Kurdish nation and other nationalities,

then organize in the ranks of the Bolshevik Party which has inscribed on its
banner the fight against oppression and exploitation, against male domination
and the oppression of women, which combats male chauvinism in society and
in its own ranks!

Only then will this system of malg domination be overthrown, will women
workers and toiling women break their chains and pave the way leading to real
freedom. In this struggle we have nothing to lose but beatings, gender oppres-
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sion, exploitation, but we have a new world to win without exploitation and
oppression!

OUR HOPE FOR THE FUTURE —
TOILING AND STUDENT YOUTH!

The fascist dictatorship has nothing to offer you but unemployment, work
under worst conditions for minimum wage without union organization. You
have no possibility of learmning a profession, no education possibilities. This is
an anti-democratic education system in which only those have the right to edu-
cation who own money. This fascist order offers you no future, However you
should be our torch carrier of the future! The future will be built with your
hands!

Therefore organize in the ranks of the Bolshevik Youth! Take the future into
your own hands! Overthrow this fascist system! Throw this bloody darkness
into the museum of antiquities! Establish the worker-peasant dictatorship along
with our workers and oppressed peasants to move forward on the way 1o the
classless socialist society without exploitation.

Take part in the struggle with your whole energy!

WORKERS AND TOILERS OF THE KURDISH NATION!
The war of liberation against the fascist state of the Turkish Republic will be
won only through victory of the common revolution of workers and peasants
in North Kurdistan and Turkey!

Therefore organize under the umbrella of Partiya Bolgewik (ya Kurdistan'a
Bakur) [Bolshevik Party (North Kurdistan)] founded under the leadership of
our united party, and sister organization of the Bolshevik Party (Turkey). Hold
in from wasting your whole energy under reformist leadership, take the gun
into your hands, and plant the flag of revolution on castles and mountain tops
of North Kurdistan! Only then will the conditions be created for the real end of
national oppression; the Kurdish nation will then be able to exercise her right
to secede and set up her own state if she wishes.

WORKERS AND TOILERS OF THE NA
MINORITIES IN NORTH KURDISTAN-TURKEY

Organize under the roof of our party! Only then will the basis be created for
abolishing national, confessional and religious suppression and for creating
bases of life fit for human beings!
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WORKERS AND TOILERS]

The sixth congress of our party has secured the basis for the victory of Bols-
hevism against imperialist barbarism in the 21st Century. Forward to unite
under the leader-ship of our party, to hoist the flag of Bolshevism in the cities,
villages, and mountains!

» Forward to throw the fascist dictatorship to the garbage dump of history,
to crown the victory of Bolshevism!

» Throw Yourself into the Sea of Struggle!

P Long Live Bolshevism!

» Biji Bolgewizm!

P Long Live our Bolshevik Party!

» Biji Partiya me ya Bolgewik!

» Death to Imperialist Barbarism!

» Bimre Barbariye Emperyalizme!

» Long Live Socialism/Communism!

» Long Live the Proletarian World Revolution!

» Bolshevism Will Conquer!

P Long Live Our Sixth Congress!

» Long Live the Bolshevik Party (North Kurdistan/Turkey)!

May 1997



THESES ON THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION
AND THE SITUATION IN NORTH KURDISTAN/
TURKEY AND OUR TASKS...

THE WORLD UNDER THE DOMINATION OF IMPERIALISM

In the last years of the 20th century, the total domination of imperialism marks
]. the present world. By total domination it should not be understood that im-
perialists are almighty, can do whatever they like etc., but that the entire world
is factually a part of the imperialist economic system. There are no states out-
side the world imperialist system anymore.

So was the situation also at the beginning of the twentieth century as im-
2 perialism emerged and gained control of the world, as the world was divi-
ded among imperialist great powers. But with the Great October Socialist Re-
volution in Russia 1917 the situation changed radically, the proletariat, having
conguered State power, tore Russia out of the world imperialist system, and the
domination of imperialism was overthrown on one sixth of the earth. Even tho-
ugh only in one country, a socialist world emerged as an alternative to the im-
perialist world. In the struggle of the two systems emerged for some non-soci-
alist, bourgeois forces going out of the national liberation struggles against im-
perialist colonialism the possibility of acting independently from imperialism.

The tremendous successes of the socialist construction in the Soviet Uni-
3 on, the fact that imperialist system had driven the world to fascism and to
the Second World War, were the causes for the upswing in the will and strugg-
le of the international proletariat and the working people for freedom, democ-
racy and socialism. After the anti-fascist victories at the end of the Second
World War won also by the tremendous efforts of the Soviet Union, democra-
tic governments emerged in a series of East European countries under the le-
adership of the proletariat, developing in short time to proletarian dictatorships.
In 1949 people’s democratic dictatorship was established in China under the
leadership of the proletariat. In this way quite a few countries besides the So-
viet Union ceased to be a part of the imperialist world. Vis-i-vis the imperialist
camp emerged a strong socialist camp, consisting of governments set up under
the lea-dership of the Communist and worker's parties. The possibilities of so-
me non-socialist, petty bourgeois, national-bourgeois forces to pursue a line in-
dependent of imperialism became greater.

e




4 The existence of the socialist camp was not of long duration. Revisionism,
having shown itself also before the Second World War both in individual
Communist parties as well as in the Communist International, the world Com-
munist Party, as revisionist errors and deviations, but overcome under the Je-
adership of Stalin with a determined and permanent struggle, gained influence
again after the Second World War in a series of Communist parties. In Yugos-
lavia the Tito revisionism became prevailing. With the Twentieth Congress of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 1956, the revisionists in the CPSU
established their final domination in the Soviet Union, the most im portant bas-
tion of the socialist camp. Under the leadership of the Khrushchev clique the
Soviet Union gradually changed its character. The dictatorship of the proleta-
riat was liquidated step by step and converted into the dictatorship of the revi-
sionist bureaucratic State bourgeoisie. In the second half of the sixties the pro-
cess of degeneration was completed and the old socialist Soviet Union became
a social-imperialist great power.
5 The big majority of the Communist parties followed the CPSU and dege-
nerated with time. Parallel to the developments in the Soviet Union, all ot-
her states of the socialist camp in Eastern Europe with the exception of Alba-
nia underwent a similar process of degeneration.

6 Two states were left opposing the process of degeneration: The People’s

Republic of China and Albania. Against the revisionist theses of the CPSU
the Communist Parties of these two countries waged an opposition essentially
defending the positions of Marxism-Leninism. But in their fight against mo-
dern revisionism these parties also committed important errors in some ques-
tions. The common socialist camp of the past split. After the degeneration of
the Soviet Union and the states of Eastern Europe following her, this camp li-
ved on in the figure of China and Albania. While the overwhelming majority
of the Communist and worker's parties, forming a part of the socialist camp in
the past, sided with modern revisionism during this split, only a few old Com-
munist and worker’s parties and young Marxist-Leninist parties emerging from
the split in the revisionist parties rallied around the Communist Party of China
and the Party of Labor of Albania leading the resistance against modern revi-
sionism. The People’s Republic of China and the Communist Party of China
would also degenerate in the second half of the seventies.

That part of the old socialist camp acting in unison with the Soviet Union
7 developed into a social-imperialist camp of a new type. This new growing
imperialist great power began an extensive contention for world hegemony
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with the classical imperialist powers in the name of the proletariat, national li-
beration, progress and socialism. This contention for world hegemony betwe-
en the imperialist camp and the social-imperialist camp marked the develop-
ments in the world for a certain time. In this contention the Soviet Union com-
bined its neo-colonialist imperialist policies with socialist phrases. In the co-
untry itself a fascist administration with a socialist vocabulary, i.e. a social-fas-
cist administration was practised under the guise of the “dictatorship of the
whole people”.
8 This contention among imperialists themselves ended with the victory of

the classic imperialist camp over the social-imperialist camp, with a col-
lapse of the social-imperialist camp. In all former member countries of the so-
cial-imperialist camp the modem-revisionist forces with a socialist or Commu-
nist veil had to make room for openly imperialist-capitalist forces.

In China proletarian rule was overthrown after the conquest of power by

modern revisionism of the “Three Worlds" type. Afier also the PLA (Party
of Labor of Albania), which insisted on upholding Marxism-Leninism as the
last party in power, capitulated to imperialist and revisionist pressure in Alba-
nia, there was no State left in the world which is not under the rule of imperi-
alism,

States like(*) Cuba, the People's Republic of Korea, Vietnam, China,

1 O which still claim to be socialist, are, although there are certain differen-
ces among them, no states outside the world imperialist system, but a part of it.
The former Soviet Union and other states of the former social-imperialist camp
under its leadership were part and parcel of the imperialist world anyhow.

IMPERIALISM MEANS BARBARISM!
The domination of imperialism means:
1 1 » that capitalism, which once played a revolutionary role against fe-
udalism in connection with the development of the productive forces, reached
its highest monopolistic level, has historically used up its revolutionary ammu-
nition worldwide, and a handful of monopolies established their domination

(*) As is well known, the Mengistu regime, a lackey of Russian social-imperialism in Ethiopia, was
overthrown in 1991 by an anti-imperialist people s democratic revolution under the leadership of
a party calling itself Marxist-Leninist. Through this revolution Ethiopia broke away from the impe-
rialist system, albeit only for a short while. In the course of developments the new regime has, thro-
ugh the relationships it entered into with imperialist great powers, exemplified by the invasion of
Somalia, opened Ethiopia for the exploitation of imperialist forces. In this connection it is not pos-
sible anymare to say Ethiopia is outside the imperialist system.
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over the whole economy; that finance capital, emerging from the intertwining
of industrial capital with bank capital, erected its absolute domination, and the
export of capital became prevailing in comparison to the export of goods.

»- that the division of the world among a few imperialist great powers accor-
ding to their respective relative strength is completed and that a new division
based on their changed relative strengths sets imperialist, reactionary, counter-
revolutionary wars on the agenda;

- that the entire working population is exploited by a handful of imperialist
great powers and the world is divided into “oppressor countries” making up a
small minority of the world population, and “oppressed countries” in which li-
ve the majority of the world population;

» Imperialism means on the one hand trampling the right of the oppressed
nations to secession (the right to self-determination) under foot, on the other
hand stoking chauvinism and inciting the peoples against one another in the na-
me of hypocritically defending this right for the love of imperialist profits.

P Imperialism also means total political reaction in all countries, it means
open terroristic dictatorship, i.e. fascism in many regions.

» The domination of imperialism means carrying the principal contradicti-
ons of capitalism, i.e. the contradiction between the social character of produc-
tion and the private ownership over the means of production, the contradiction
between labor and capital, the contradiction between the exploiters and the
exploited, to the extreme point beyond which the revolution begins, It means
that the existing relations of production have become the decisive obstacle for
the development of productive forces.

» The domination of imperialism means today concretely hunger death for
millions of toilers in the world, loss of life and shelter for millions in reacti-
onary, counter-revolutionary wars waged in the interests of imperialism, living
in exile wretchedly.

The domination of imperialism means the domination of racism, fascism, re-
ligious reaction and reaction of all sorts.

The domination of imperialism means male domination, the oppression of
the feminine gender.

The domination of imperialism means darkening the future of workin g youth.

Domination of imperialism means wasteful plunder of natural resources for
profit, destruction of life bases.

Imperialism means, if it is not overthrown with the revolution, steering to-
wards the destruction of mankind in barbarism.
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Imperialism means barbarism!

THERE ARE NO ESSENTIAL CHANGES!
1 2 Since imperialism emerged and became prevailing, a series of concre-
te changes took place in the imperialist world. But its fundamental fe-
atures as analyzed in Lenin’s theory of imperialism still remain in force witho-
ut change.

* In this connection revisionism of all hues developed the policy of dropping
the imperialist system as a whole from the target of revolution and presenting
some concrele changes as essential,

* Bernstein, the great-grandfather of revisionism, represented the view that
capitalism, developing into monopolism, can pass over peacefully and through
reforms to socialism.

* Kautsky represented the view that imperialism evolves to ultra-imperi-
alism, which would make a peaceful, reformist transition to socialism possib-
le.

* The Titoite revisionists maintained that a section of the bourgeoisie even
came to the point of accepting socialism. They also represented theories of a
peaceful-reformist transition. They upheld the view that one could even build
socialism with a section of the bourgeoisie. The Chinese revisionists advoca-
ted the same. (Mao Zedong and the Marxist-Leninists under his leadership al-
so represented wrong views in this connection for a while.)

* Modern revisionism of the Khrushchev type proclai-med that, as a result of
the developments in the world, imperialism could be transformed to socialism
through “peaceful competition” and via “parliamentary path” without having
to resort to violent revolution; that the thesis of the inevitability of imperialist
wars was outmoded etc., and that our blows should be directed not against the
imperialist system as whole, but against the US imperialism, and even there
only against its “aggressive and non-democratic sections” elc.

* The Three Worlds Theory was for the worldwide alliance of the “second
and third world countries” with the proletariat and the oppressed peoples aga-
inst US imperialism and Russian social-imperialism, which were declared to
be the only main enemies, and regarded a section of the imperialist great po-
wers and some lackey forces of imperialism as forces of the world revolution
etc.

* Also the globalization theories pushed on the market recently, selling off
the internationalization of capital and production as new facts, are usually int-
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roduced as theories intermingled with positions representing that fundamental
characteristics of imperialism had changed.

THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE TO IMPERIALISM
THE PROLETARIAN WORLD REVOLUTION

BARBARISM OR SOCIALISMI
1 3 The only alternative to imperialism is socialism and Communism. As
long as the imperialist system is not overthrown by the proletarian
world revolution, there will be no liberation from barbarism for the mankind.,
All ideas upholding the reformability of imperialism are either conscious
hypocrisy or great naivety.
1 4 The fundamental characteristics of our era have not changed. Our era
is determined by imperialism and the fight to overthrow it. Our era is
the era of imperialism and proletarian revolutions.

1 5 The proletarian world revolution is, as the Great Proletarian October

Revolution in Russia and subsequent proletarian revolutions showed,
the resultant of different revolutions under the leadership of the proletariat, de-
veloping at different times in different forms and tempi in individual countri-
es, breaking them away from the chains of imperialism depending on the so-
cio-economic and cultural structure of the respective country and the interna-
tional and national objective and subjective conditions.

The theory of Trotskyism, grasping the process of proletarian world revolu-
tion not as a resultant of the revolutions carried out in individual countries at
different times and with different tempi, but as simultaneous revolutions in al-
most all imperialist countries, actually makes the proletarian world revolution
impossible.

1 6 By a very crude classification, socialist revolutions in the developed

imperialist countries and anti-imperialist-democratic revolutions un-
der the leadership of the proletariat in the dependent countries developing with
different tempi to socialist revolutions are direct components of the proletari-
an world revolution.

In addition, the national liberation struggles under the leadership of the na-
tional bourgeoisie or the petty bourgeoisie in dependent countries can under
certain conditions be allies of the proletarian world revolution. The pre-condi-
tion for this is the existence of a strong Communist movement, or better, the
existence of a socialist State to support this liberation movement directly. Wit-
hout this pre-condition the national liberation struggles under the leadership of
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the bourgeoisie will reconcile with imperialism still in the course of struggle
and cannot be allies of the world proletarian revolution.

Imperialist forces and the collaborators of imperialism can under no circums-
tances be considered as allies of the proletarian world revolution.

(Under certain extraordinary conditions [like the Anti-Hitler Coalition during
the Second World War] temporary alliances can be concluded between the for-
ces of proletarian world revolution and a part of the imperialist powers against
the common enemy. But in these alliances the common enemy is not the impe-
rialist system as a whole, but some sections of it.)

PRINCIPAL CONTRADICTIONS OF THE IMPERIALIST SYSTEM

The imperialist system is deeply shaken by its internal contradictions,
]. 7 and as a result of these internal contradictions the revolution imposes
itself as an objective necessity. The principal contradictions of the imperialist
system leading to its revolutionary overthrow are the following:

* The antagonistic contradiction between labor and capital, the proletariat
and the bourgeoisie. In the imperialist, developed capitalist countries, this cont-
radiction is solved with the socialist revolution. In backward, dependent count-
ries, anti-imperialist democratic revolu-tions under the leadership of the prole-
tariat will pave the way for solving this contradiction through socialist revolu-
tions.

* The contradiction between the handful of oppressing imperialist powers on
the one hand, and the toiling masses and all the oppressed of the oppressed co-
untries on the other. This contradiction is solved in the backward dependent co-
untries by anti-imperialist-democratic revolutions under the leadership of the
proletariat,

These two principal contradictions of imperialism are antagonistic contradic-
tions between the revolution and the counter-revolution. The imperialist
system has another contradiction “within the counter-revolution” which under
certain circumstances can facilitate the revolution. This is;

* The contradiction among imperialist states and monopolies themselves.
This contradiction prevents imperialists from acting in unison against the pro-
letariat and the oppressed peoples, dividing and sometimes even leading to
wars among them. The proletariat and the peoples can take advantage of this
contradiction in the interests of the revolution if they are strong.

(Besides these internal contradictions of the imperialist system there is under
the conditions of the existence of one or more socialist States the principal
contradiction between the imperialist and socialist systems. If this contradicti-




on is present, then it also plays a decisive role in the development of the prole-
tarian world revolution. Under the present conditions, where there is no soci-
alist state in the world, it is wrong to speak of a principal contradiction betwe-
en the imperialist and socialist systems as a practical factor of the process of
proletarian world revolution. )

PROLETARIAT ALONE IS THE REALLY REVOLUTIONARY CLASS
CONSISTENT THROUGH TO THE END! IT IS THE VANGUARD
AND SUBJECT OF THE REVOLUTION!

1 8 In the era of imperialism and proletarian revolutions the proletariat alo-

ne is in all countries the only consistently revolutionary class through
to the end. All other “revolutionary” classes of the capitalist society, (i.e. the
classes objectively benefiting from a revolution) including the peasantry, the
closest ally of the proletariat in the democratic revolution, decay with the de-
velopment of capitalism and finally disappear, whereas the proletariat is the
special and essential product of capitalism and develops with the development
of capitalism,

The thesis of “disappearence of the proletariat” served up by bourgeois ide-
ologues to demonstrate that the time of the proletarian revolutions is past, is a
fallacy. It is a fact that there are certain changes in the composition of the pro-
letariat in imperialist countries, and the number of employees in the service
sector has increased compared to the number of direct producers. But this do-
es not at all mean that the proletariat is disappearing and the proletarian revo-
lution is unnecessary or impossible.

The proletariat, consisting of all working men and women who must sell the-
ir laboring power to earn a living and have no private ownership over the me-
ans of production, is the vanguard and the real subject of the revolution in our
era.

VIOLENT REVOLUTION IS THE ONLY WAY TO OVERTHROW IMPERIALISM!
1 9 The revolution is a question of force. The sway of imperialist bourge-
oisie is based on force. Only the violent revolution can smash this
sway.
Armed struggle is not the only form of force, but organized armed struggle
of the working class and the toiling masses against the bourgeoisie, the revo-
lutionary civil war is the highest form of the application of force, and the pro-

letariat and the working masses must be prepared for it to carry out the revolu-
tion.
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The thesis of the “two possible ways for transition to socialism, the peaceful
and the non-peaceful”, is a revisionist thesis trying to gloss over the fact that
the transition without civil war, marked as “peaceful”, is possible only under
very extraordinary conditions, and the organized force of the proletariat is an
absolute pre-condition for this.

Independent of which military path the revolution in each country and which
form the utilization of revolutionary force is going to take, revolutionary force
is an absolute must for the revolution.

Revolutionary force is above all the force of workers and toiling masses di-
rected against the ruling classes.

The revolution is not a clash and a reckoning of the organized vanguard ac-
ting in the name of workers and toiling masses with the ruling classes “in the
name of the people”, but a work of the toiling masses themselves led and di-
rected by the organized vanguard, under its participation.

The main task of all Communist parties in this connection is to organize the
revolutionary force of the workers and toiling masses, to prepare them for the
revolutionary civil war.

nnwmmnﬂmnmmmm?w
FOR THE PROCESS OF PROLETARIAN WORLD REVOLUTION

Since the process of proletarian world revolution is the sum-total, the
20 resultant of very different revolutionary processes, it is wrong to deter-
mine a worldwide main contradiction and main enemy.

What we must determine worldwide is that the imperialist system is the tar-
get of proletarian world revolution.

This does not exclude a differentiated analysis of the given situation.

The determination of a main contradiction/main enemy for the process of
proletarian world revolution is theo-retically wrong; and was used in practice
for the one-sided subordination of one component part of the proletarian world
revolution under another.

The fundamental Communist slogan of the era of imperialism and pro-
21 letarian revolutions is the slogan: “Proletarians of all countries and
oppressed peoples, unite!” The content of this slogan put forward by the III.
Communist International implies that the current of socialist revolution in
imperialist countries and the current of anti-imperialist (national) democratic
revolution in oppressed countries form the process of proletarian world revo-
lution. These two currents are different elements of one and the same process,
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both support and need each other. A one-sided overestimation of any one of
them, or a thesis like the victory of one is dependent on the other, is wrong.

22 The whole imperialist system engenders revolution. The objective con-

ditions making a revolution necessary and possible in all countries of
the imperialist system are present to this or that degree of maturity. Proletari-
an revolutions or revolutions under the leadership of the proletariat are possib-
le in all countries of the world.

2 3 The process of proletarian world revolution is realized by making pro-
letarian revolutions in individual countries, i.e. by breaking the impe-
rialist chain at its weakest link at any given moment.

The weakest link is the country in which the objective contradictions are
strongest, “the “upper classes’ cannot carry on in the old way and the ‘lower
classes’ do not want to live in the old way", and a revolutionary situation exists
with a considerable increase in the independent historical action of the prole-
tariat reflecting the mood of the masses, as well as the subjective element is re-
ady for the revolution. That is to say, it is the country in which the level of cons-
ciousness and organization of workers, peasants and other revolutionary clas-
ses and layers make a revolution possible.

To determine the weakest link is correct only when this is made for in-
24 dividual countries and concretely. General continental estimates or sta-
tements for groups of countries are unsuitable and, yes, even harmful, in that
they reduce the role of the proletariat and the toiling masses in the countries
which do not count as “storm centers of the revolution” to waiting and suppor-
ting the movements in the “storm centers”.

MIGHT IS DECISIVE IN THE IMPERIALIST WORLD!

2 5 The real rulers of the imperialist world are the imperialist great powers,

which are presently in the position of being able to contend for world
hegemony. Momentarily these great powers (in the sense of being the biggest
robbers) are the USA, Japan, Germany, France, England and Russia. Other im-
perialist powers are certainly also expansionist, aggressive and imperialist.
They have their share of the exploitation in many dependent countries and are
in many countries even the main imperialist power (for example Italy in some
North African countries, Belgium in its old colonies in Africa, Canada in so-
me Latin American countries, the Netherlands in its old colonies: Canada and
Italy have with five other Western imperialist powers their place in the club of
the richest industrialized countries named G7). They are, however, still not in
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a position to take up the struggle for world hegemony with other imperialist
great powers today.
2 6 The other imperialist powers, which are not so strong today in compa-
rison with the imperialist great powers and make up the weaker side in
their relations with imperialist great powers, occupy by no means the position
of an “oppressed country”. In these countries the policy of defending its “inde-
pendence” vis-i-vis imperialist great powers, the defense of one’s “own” “na-
tional” imperialism against foreign imperialist powers is wrong. In every im-
perialist country the main enemy is one’s “own” imperialism, the imperialist
bourgeoisie of the given country.
27 In their contention for world hegemony, imperialist great powers form
various alliance organizations both against the peoples of the world as
well as against their imperialist rivals. These organizations always represent
above all the interests of the strongest in these organizations,

— For example the USA founded and use the NATO (North Atlantic Treaty
Organization), in which all important Western countries and some dependent
states are members, in its own interests. The NAFTA (North American Free
Trade Area) is an organization founded by the US imperialism 1992 so that it
does not have to cede continental America to its imperialist rivals.

— The European Union (EU) is an organization of the imperialist great po-
wers in Western Europe mainly under the leadership of the Federal Republic
of Germany for rivalry with other imperialist great powers, for organizing en-
mity against peoples.

— The APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) organization is today
above all a means in the hands of Japanese imperialism to contend with other
imperialist great powers for hegemony.

28 At the moment Russia, having lost its pre-1990 strength, has become
weaker in the contention for world hegemony. Now it is mainly trying
to defend the old revisionist Russian empire. In other regions outside the old
Russian social-imperialist empire it had to cede its old neo-colonialist spheres
of influence 1o its rivals to a considerable extent. Inspite of this it is still the se-
cond biggest military power in the world, and in economic terms Russia is
along with the other states of the old Soviet Union, which go together now with
it, one of the biggest economic great powers of the world. Potentially, Russia
has also the means to regain its old strength.
2 All imperialist great powers are trying to use the UNO, in which almost
all states of the world are member, for their interests. The USA have
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always had an advantage in this organization and used it until today for its own
interests, since its current main rivals, German and Japanese imperialists, had,
as losers of the Second World War, nothing to say in this organization during
its establishment. Today too, this organization cannot adopt any binding deci-
sions or resolutions directed against the fundamental interests of US imperi-
alism. Just the changes in the balance of forces in recent times have made a re-
view of the functions of this organization necessary. The anticipated reforms
will bring no essential changes, and the UNO will serve, just like up to now, to
present the interests of imperialist great powers as interests of all people. Nay,
the USA will have to share its sway to some extent with others.
3 Economic organizations of the UNO like the IMF and the World Bank
show best that UNO is mainly there for selling the interests of imperi-
alist great powers as “interests of the world”, as “interests of the entire man-
kind". These organizations are the real decision-makers over the economies of
dependent countries, naturally in the interests and with the directives of impe-
rialist great powers. How credit-worthy a country is, is determined by these or-
ganizations,

Similarly, the old GATT (General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs), and its
successor WTO (World Trade Organization), founded 1.1.1995, in which
imperialist powers and dependent countries are members under equal terms (1),
are in reality a means in the hands of the imperialist forces for exploiting the
dependent countries more easily in the name of “granting freedom of trade”.
Among imperialist countries, too, there are unquestionably imperialist great
powers whose interests are considered especially.

Since relations between imperialists are relations of naked interest, the alli-
ances among them are not firm and lasting, either. They can go bust any time,
and new alliances are forged in their place.

THE DOMINANT FORM OF IMPERIALIST HEGEMONY: NEO-COLONIALISM

3 1 While on the one side of the imperialist world stand imperialist powers

with imperialist great powers at the head as sovereigns of the world,
stand on the other side the oppressed countries as pariahs of the world, depen-
dent on imperialism in various forms and degrees.

The main form of dependence of oppressed countries at the moment is to be
apparently independent in words and not to stand under the direct invasion or
adminis-tration of imperialism, but in reality to be dependent on imperialism
in every respect, i.e. economically, politically, culturally, i.e., the form of neo-
colonialist dependence.
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This form of dependence, existing since the emergence of imperialism, has
spread ever more and become the main form after the establishment of a seri-
es of independent states after the Second World War.

Unquestionably the concrete situation of each state is different according to
its degree of dependence in this type of neo-colonialist relationship.

While in a section of these countries feudalism continues its existence
3 2 extensively and forms one of the main obstacles to the development of
society, in some countries the liquidation of feudalism is rather far advanced.
While some of them have not even entered the process of building nations, so-
me are long since national states and they themselves oppress national minori-
ties in their respective countries. While one section provides enough of the ne-
cessary requirements for socialist industrialization under the conditions of pro-
letarian power from the point of view of economic development, some have al-
most no industry etc. Therefore, different revolutionary processes will be ex-
perienced in these countries, The common feature of these countries is the exis-
tence of the task of liberation from imperialist exploitation and domination as
one of the main problems of the revolution, the existence of the tasks of an an-
ti-imperialist revolution.

The existence of the tasks of an anti-imperialist revolution does not at
3 3 all mean that the bourgeoisie of these countries as a whole is interested
in the revolution, is a friend of the revolution etc. The existence of the tasks of
an anti-imperialist revolution means only that a small part of the bourgeoisie
of these countries can participate at a certain stage of the revolution for a cer-
tain time in the ranks of the revolution.

Under these conditions, too, it should not be forgotten that this section of the
bourgeoisie, as bourgeoisie, ex-ploiters, mortal enemies of workers and toilers,
is a temporary and unreliable ally. Neither should we forget this even for a mo-
ment nor should we let it be forgotten.

There are also relatively independent states in the present world which
34 are not imperialist themselves and over whom imperialism could not
establish complete control, although they are a part of the imperialist world and
relations of exploitation rule there. These are: the erstwhile socialist People's
Republic of China; North Korea, which always pursued a nationalist line; Cu-
ba, in which a revolution was carried out under the leadership of the petty bo-
urgeoisie; Arabian nationalist states like Iraq and Libya, states like the islamic
fascist Iran. China is developing in the direction of becoming a social-imperi-
alist great power in close union with the Japanese imperialism in Asia/Pacific
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(whereby they can renounce the socialist vocabulary with time). China has this
potential. Under the conditions of bourgeois power the others will develop in
the opposite direction, they will lose their relative independence as well.

Relative independence from imperialism does not mean that the bourgeoisie
in these countries is revolutionary, followers or allies of workers and toilers.
The ruling dictatorships in these countries are in many cases still more repres-
sive than in many backward dependent countries, among other things also be-
cause of economic sanctions (embargo etc.) of imperialism. In these countries,
too, the task consists in razing the power of ruling classes to the ground with
either socialist or anti-imperialist democratic people’s revolutions.
3 5 In the dependent countries the anti-imperialist struggle consists, so

long and so far as they are not directly occupied by imperialism, abo-

ve all in over-throwing the power of the ruling classes through the revolution.
The ruling classes in these countries are the real agents, collaborators, appen-
dages of imperialism in the country, and their rule is in many cases fascistic. It
is totally wrong to grasp and wage the anti-imperialist fight only as a fight aga-
inst imperialist monopolies, against their direct agents or symbols, to regard
and wage this fight detached from the revolutionary fight against the ruling
classes in the country. This means not grasping neo-colonialism.

In the case of a direct invasion and occupation by im-perialists, sections of
the domestic ruling classes opposing this concrete invasion can participate in
the fight against occupation.

IMPERIALISM IS CAPITALISM IN ITS GENERAL CRISIS
IT IS PARASITIC, DECAYING, MORIBUND CAPITALISM

3 6 The law of uneven and spasmodic development of capitalism preser-
ves its validity in the imperialist era as well. Imperialism accelerated
and deepened the uneven and spasmodic character of the development still mo-
re. At the same time the periodic economic crises as consequence of the cont-
radiction between the social character of production and the private ownership
over the means of production and the unplanned/anar-chic character of produc-
tion hold on also in the age of imperialism — even with shorter periods. As pa-
rasitic, decaying capitalism, imperialism as a whole is capitalism’s stage of
downfall. It is capitalism in its general crisis. This general crisis does not me-
an that imperialism will decline overnight and of itself, but that it has sharpe-
ned all the contradictions of capitalism to the outmost.
The October revolution and the developments after the Second World
3 War have deepened this general crisis extraordinarily, but through the
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restora-tion and the defeats of the revolutions, capitalism has been able to sa-
ve itself temporarily from collapse. This however changes nothing in the fact
that imperialism is capitalism in its general crisis steering towards its collapse,
in the words of Lenin, “moribund capitalism”.
3 8 Imperialism is trying to overcome its cyclical crises by intensifying the
oppression and exploitation of the working class and toiling peoples,
by raising unemployment, increasing the tax burden on wages and salaries,
sharpening the misery of the toilers, intensifying the exploitation of the toilers
of the dependent countries and giving rise to wars again and again. Today it is
doing the same thing.

THE OPPOSITION OF WORKERS AND TOILERS IN IMPERIALIST COUNTRIES
AGAINST SHIFTING THE BURDEN OF THE ONTO WORKERS AND
TOILERS IS GROWING

3 9 The current situation in imperialist countries is determined by the pre-

sent cyclical crisis and attempts of the ruling classes to shift the burden
of this crisis onto the shoulders of the working class and other toilers, and the-
ir opposition against it.

The crisis is further deepened by the fact that a redivision of the world stands
again on the agenda as a result of the changes in the imperialist balance of po-
wer in the international arena, as a result of the breakdown of Russian social-
imperialism and social-imperialist camp, and the need of imperialist great po-
wers to lay out gigantic resources for this contention and to have to renew their
production technique to overcome the cyclical crisis.

The consequence is: Rising unemployment in all imperialist countries,
withdrawal of a series of social rights and achievements which the workers and
toilers wrested through big struggles; the ever-growing transfer of labor-inten-
sive production branches to locations outside the imperialist metropolises; stir-
ring up and developing racism and fascism in the field of politics.

Another consequence is that, owing to this development the class struggle in
imperialist countries, generally at a low level since many years, is experiencing
a renewed upward tendency. The oppressed and the exploited line up against
their oppressors, exploiters and their state. Workers, toiling masses, service
employees, the unemployed, students and pupils, in short all layers of society
express their discontent in actions. Unquestio-nably these actions have not yet
reached the stage of questioning the imperialist system, the imperialist state, on
which we could mark them as revolutionary class struggles. They are still ac-
tions against the withdrawal of acquired rights and stand especially under the
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leadership of revisionist, reformist, social-democratic trade-union bosses and
parties within the framework of the system. But there are also actions with a
tendency to blow up this frame with their militant outlook, in direct confronta-
tion with the state forces. In the strike actions of December 1995 in France the-
re were several indications of this. For the period ahead, all objective prerequ-
isites exist in imperialist countries for the class struggle to develop further and
take on a mass and militant character. The class struggle developing in impe-
rialist countries again shows that the big demoralization due to the breakdown
of social-imperialist camp at the beginning of the nineties is slowly getting
over. It depends on the fight against revisionist-reformist-social democratic
influences, on the work of the Communists, that these struggles within the
system boundaries are brought on a revolutionary basis and developed to revo-
lutionary class struggles.

THE SITUATION IN FORMER EASTERN BLOCK COUNTRIES

4 The old Eastern Block countries occupy a special position among

imperialist countries. All former Eastern Block countries with the So-
viet Union at the head have undergone a great upheaval at the end of the eigh-
ties, beginning of the nineties in terms of political power. Out of the old soci-
al-fascist elite with a socialist phrasemongering emerged a new one with Wes-
tern “democratic” phrases and usurped power. These countries have opened
their gates more than ever to Western imperialist capital. The economic system,
rotting from inside through bureaucratic state monopolism, had to redesign it-
self to get integrated into the classical capitalist/imperialist system. This has al-
most ruined the old industry and agriculture.

Under these conditions the economic crisis in these countries was experien-
ced, and is being experienced, with still heavier consequences than in Western
imperialist countries. While the terrible consequences of the economic crisis
wake under the conditions of the absence of a genuine Communist alternative
on the one hand the longing for the past (this shows itself in the growth of the
percentage of votes for parties which now agitate with more nationalist, less
socialist arguements, which are more reformist, carrying social-democratic, so-
cialist, Communist etc. names), on the other hand it leads the masses to tuming
to overtly fascist-racist forces promising short-term, easy and demagogic solu-
tions (this shows itself in the rise of the percentage of votes for fascist parties).

Objectively, the contradictions in these countries are starker in comparison
with all other imperialist countries and show a tendency to intensify more qu-
ickly. Objectively, these countries are nearer to a revolution than other impe-
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rialist countries. But the absence of bourgeois-democratic traditions in these
countries can also bring about the establishment of still more reactionary and
fascist regimes if the Communist altemnative is not set up in time. But despite
all this a not inconsiderable part of the masses which give expression to their
longing for the past, subjectively want socialism. Those who express their wish
for socialism in these countries make up a bigger mass than in Western impe-
rialist countries. This shows that the soil is still fruitful for a really Communist
work in these countries,

IN DEPENDENT COUNTRIES THE CRISIS OF HAS
STILL MORE CATASTROPHIC CONSEQUENCES

4 1 The crisis of imperialism is reflected in the dependent countries with

more catastrophic consequences than in imperialist metropolises. That
millions of toilers are threatened by hunger death, are massacred in local wars,
tens of millions must emigrate because of wars, are the bare consequences in
Black Africa, where 33 of the 50 poorest countries of the world are to be fo-
und.

42 While imperialism exploits the raw materials, buys up agricultural and
crafts products in these countries to world prices dictated by him and
sells its industrial products to prices again dictated by him and thereby achi-
eves huge profits, exploits the dirt-cheap labor power in these countries and
thereby makes giant profits, he binds the economy of these countries fully to
itself and destroys the bases for the development of an independent economy.
The terms of trade constantly changing in favor of imperialism and the explo-
itation of cheap labor power form the important sources of relative prosperity
—also of the working masses— in imperialist countries. The imperialist bourge-
oisie bribes with the maximum profits from the dependent countries the upper
layers of the working class. Maximum profits from the dependent countries
form the material and labor aristocracy bought off and in most cases bureaucra-
tized by capital the social basis of opportunism/revisionism.
43 Imperialists use the havoc, wars and hunger they wreak in a thousand
ways. The hunger, the misery in the backward dependent countries are
used by the imperialist bourgeoisie above all for the purpose of making propa-
ganda among its own working class and toilers to tell them to be thankful for
what they have, and so hold back the struggle of workers and toilers for their
democratic rights, their wage struggles etc. They take advantage of the food or
clothes aid given now and again as alms to show how helpful and humane the
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imperialist bourgeoisie is. And above all the propaganda is pursued that it we-
re necessary to protect oneself against the poor, thus stoking up racism.

The relations of exploitation in dependent countries are still more bar-
44 barous than in imperialist countries. The living conditions of toilers,
workers and peasants are harder and more difficult. The contradictions are still
sharper. The capital and resources at the disposal of the bourgeoisie are more
limited than those of the imperialist bourgeoisie; their possibilities and met-
hods of overcoming the crisis are still more limited. For these and similar re-
asons the crisis here leads to still more catastrophic consequences.

4 5 This objective situation is at the same time the reason for the fight and
resistance against exploitation and oppression in these countries being
more developed than in imperialist countries.

Today in a series of dependent countries an armed struggle is being waged
under the leadership of revolutionary forces, which partially refer to Marxism-
Leninism. These organizations with a claim to base themselves on Marxism-
Leninism and to fight for socialism, have a much larger mass basis than in
imperialist countries. All the same, it is a fact that, taking all things into consi-
deration and assessing them as a whole, the majority of the worker and toiler
masses stands under the influence of the ruling classes, and the majority of the
fights remains within the framework of system-inherent reform demands.

4 6 The reason for this lies in the subjective situation, that is to say, in the

backwardness of the level of consciousness and organization of wor-
kers and toiling masses. The masses of workers and toilers are today both in
imperialist and in dependent countries, from the point of view of concsious-
ness, in their overwhelming majority under the influence of the dominant ide-
ology of imperialist bourgeoisie and ruling classes. The prevailing ideologies
in the working class and toiling masses are the bourgeois (and in backward
countries the feudal) ideologies. The bourgeoisie penetrates every day with its
well networked media into the brains of the working class and toilers and blinds
their consciousness. Even in the remotest corners of the imperialist world it has
become an inseparable part of their life for the workers and toilers to be bom-
barded with imperialist ideology, agitation and propaganda. Therefore the
overwhelming majority of the workers and toilers thinks today that socialism
and Communism were a ghost. In the nineties the propaganda got out of hand
that, as the breakdown of the socialist countries would have shown, Commu-
nism was dead, was good for nothing etc. And this propaganda was hammered
into the heads of workers and toilers.
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47 In the present world the number of workers and toilers who get to know

the real Marxist-Leninist propaganda and agitation and attain class
consciousness is very slight. Compared with the bourgeoisie’s barrage of lies,
the might of the organizations carrying the truth into the working class and to-
iling masses and their influence among them is slight. For this reason the gre-
at majority of workers and toilers acts against their own interests. The reason
why the counter-revolution utters sighs of victory, although the objective situ-
ation is very favorable for the revolution, lies in this subjective situation.

To change this subjective situation is the task of the Communists who pro-
pound the laws of development of the objective world in the light of the scien-
ce of Marxism-Leninism. The quicker and more comprehensively we solve this
task, the closer will come the revolution.

LET US RAISE THE SUBJECTIVE ELEMENT TO THE LEVEL OF
OBJECTIVE POSSIBILITIES

Communism is a bogy only for the owners of the means of production,
48 and the banner of liberation for workers and toilers. What *collapsed”
in 1990 was not socialism, but the social-fascist dictatorship, a caricature of
socialism, realized by revisionist bourgeois roaders. Real socialism is the dic-
tatorship of workers and toilers over the bourgeoisie. To carry these and simi-
lar facts unremittingly, fearlessly, patiently into the working class and toiling
masses through a systematic, intense agitation and propaganda, to organize the
advanced elements of the working class, its class-conscious sections in the
Communist Party, to unite the working class and toiling masses around the
Communist Party — this is the most important revolutionary task today. The
task is to raise the subjective element to the level of objective possibilities.
Then the death bells will toll for imperialism.

Sooner or later, Communists will successfully solve this revolutionary task
of the moment.

THE REVOLUTION IN NORTH KURDISTAN/TURKEY
IS AN INSEPARABLE ELEMENT OF THE PROLETARIAN
WORLD REVOLUTION!

49 The revolution in North Kurdistan/Turkey is an inseparable element of
the proletarian world revolution.
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50 North Kurdistan/Turkey is a backward capitalist, dependent country.
Influences of the feudal remnants exist in its economy and also parti-
cularly in the superstructure.

5 1 In North Kurdistan/Turkey the democratic revolution remained hither-

to uncompleted and a whole lot of the main tasks of the democratic re-
volution ~above all the radical liquidation of feudalism— was not solved in a re-
volutionary way. Feudalism is dissolving itself through internal transformati-
on, i.e., the feudal big landowners grow together with the big dependent capi-
tal and turn into capitalists. A series of semi-feudal relations continue to exist
in the economy, but above all in the superstructure.

5 2 The stunted anti-imperialist revolution under the leadership of Musta-

fa Kemal, the leader in the establishment of the Turkish Republic, was
a movement of the Turkish and moslem bourgeoisie, landlords and capitalist
landowners that in its development ran counter to the tasks of a democratic re-
volution.

53 In North Kurdistan/Turkey bourgeois democracy was never really
practised. The state of the Republic of Turkey has, ever since its estab-
lishment in 1923 and after the consolidation of power of Kemalist bourgeoisie
to some extent (i.e., since ca. 1925, the period of the Bill to Secure Public Or-
der), always had a fascist character with a parliamentary mask. That during so-
me periods the possibility existed of partially taking advantage of some limi-
ted democratic rights, does not change anything in this fact.
5 4 Although the state of the Turkish Republic is a dependent state, this do-
es not prevent the Turkish ruling classes from entertaining imperialist
ambitions themselves and engaging in imperialist politics whereever they can.
These ambitions are not limited to the Aegean Sea and the Middle East, they
are also formulated in their imperialist desires with respect to the dream of a
Turkish zone of influence “from the Adriatic to the China Sea” and show how
they put their imperialist ambitions into practice with the invasion of northemn
Cyprus, with the expedition against North Kurdistan, with the Kardak crisis
elc.
North Kurdistan/Turkey is a multinational state dominated by the Tur-
5 5 kish nation (its ruling classes) and inhabited also by non-Turkish nati-
onalities like the Kurdish nation and other national minorities. But the ruling
Turkish bourgeoisie does not acknowledge the existence of other nations than
itself and pursues against those who want to exercise their national identity a
policy of genocide and assimilation. In this connection the Turkish ruling clas-
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ses have practised the first genocide of this century. They perpetrated a geno-
cide on the Armenian nation. The Turkish Republic is a prison of nations for
the non-Turkish nationalities. It is aggressive and expansionist not only within
the borders of the Turkish Republic, but also outside. The invasion and occu-
pation of the north of Cyprus since 1974 is an example for it.

The revolution in North Kurdistan/Turkey can be victorious only in the
5 6 form of a revolution led by the working class and toilers of North Kur-
distan/Turkey united under a correct leadership. For the same State rules both
in North Kurdistan as well as in the other areas of the Turkish Republic. Viec-
tory of the revolution both in North Kurdistan and in other areas of the Turkish
Republic is possible only through the demise of this State power. For this re-
ason the revolution in North Kurdistan/Turkey is despite the diversity of con-
ditions in different areas of the Turkish Republic a unified process.

THE REVOLUTION IN NORTH KURDISTAN/TURKEY IS AT THE STAGE OF
ANTI-IMPERIALIST-DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’'S REVOLUTION!

The revolution in North Kurdistan/ Turkey is at the stage of anti-impe-
5 7 rialist-democratic people’s revolution. On the basis of the basic allian-
ce of workers and peasants, led by the Communist Party and under the hege-
- mony of the proletariat, this revolution will topple the fascist dictatorship. It
will realize the independence from imperialism, the liquidation of dependent
capitalism and eliminate the feudal remnants, the national oppression and cre-
ate the preconditions in which the oppressed nations can freely take advantage
of their right to secede. It will realize the entire equality of all nationalities and
set up the revolutionary-democratic dictatorship of workers and peasants.

5 8 The way to socialist revolution, to the dictator-ship of the proletariat on

the basis of the alliance of the proletariat with the poor and toiling pe-
asantry will be opened and paved by the people’s democratic revolution. The
objective prerequisites are present for passing over to a socialist revolution in
a very short time after the democratic revolution and accomplishing the soci-
alist construction successfully through the permanent class struggle.

59 The state of the Turkish Republic can not get a democratic structure

through some reforms. There is only one way to win democracy and to
pave the way for socialist revolution: the violent revolution! Democracy can
be achieved only by revolution, only by smashing the present fascist state right
upto its foundations, and achieved will it be.
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THE TASK OF THE DAY IS TO ENLIGHTEN, ORGANIZE AND PREPARE
THE WORKING CLASS FOR STRUGGLE!

60 The class struggle of the working class in North Kurdistan/Turkey still

proceeds along system boundaries and is at a relatively backward level
today. The ruling classes can still use the working-class movement as a lever
in their power struggle. Here the yellow, fascist, reformist unions, taking over
the function of making out of the working class an appendage of the bourgeoi-
sie, play the main role.

6 1 In connection with the class struggle of the working class the task con-
sists in developing it from an appendage of the bourgeoisie into a re-
ally independent class movement, a revolutionary class movement. For this it
is necessary to conduct a patient, systematic work of enlightenment, agitation
and propaganda, to carry the Marxist-Leninist positions into the working class,
to participate in the front lines of the working-class struggles on the basis of a
correct policy. The leadership of the working class in the revolution can not be
realized as long as this class has not been freed from bourgeois influences and
united under the leadership of its own Marxist-Leninist party. This is the most
important and decisive task of the Communists in North Kurdistan/Turkey.

For this reason, today, where the spontaneous movement of the wor-
62 king class is very retarded, Communist organization very weak and
unity of the working class and the Communist organization likewise very we-
ak, all forces must be used for organizing the working class and therefore con-
centrated in certain industrial centers.

6 The organizational goal of the work among the working class must be

to transform the factories into bastions of the Communist Party, Party
cells in the factories must be made the foundation of Party organization. That
must be our organizational goal.

6 Other fundamental vehicles in our work among the working class are
4 the formation of Communist and revolutionary fractions in the unions,
and the organization of committees of strike and struggle.

Our goal by the trade-union organization is to conquer the reactionary uni-
ons. By conquer we do not mean winning the reactionary, fascist, reformist uni-
on apparatus — that is an empty illusion, but bringing the majority of the wor-
kers organized in the unions to revolutionary positions, winning the workers
for the right politics. For this purpose we must go into all unions with a really
mass character, unfold a systematic work there and try to create revolutionary-
Communist fractions in the unions.
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Our basic policy is that of seiting up committees of strike and struggle, elec-
ted by all workers and responsible to workers’ general meetings, so that during
strikes and struggles in factories the leadership will not be left to the trade-uni-
on bosses, and we will be able to involve all workers —not only the unionized—
in the struggle.

6 5 The peasant struggles occur mainly in North Kurdistan in the form of

national struggle. The most developed struggle of the working masses
today is the national struggle in North Kurdistan. In class terms, this is a pe-
asant struggle. It occurs under the leadership of the bourgeois-nationalist PKK
organization. This is the most developed and massive armed struggle in the
Middle East. At the moment this struggle occupies an important place in the
decision-making process in North Kurdistan/Turkey. It has now been declared
officially that this struggle under the PKK’s leadership is not being waged to
overthrow the Turkish Republic, but to reach an agreement with it. On the part
of the ruling classes of the Turkish Republic this is a reactionary, counter-revo-
lutionary war, a genocide, and on the part of the PKK a reformist national war.
The PKK's struggle runs on a reformist basis. It is not revolutionary. But still
this struggle has a righteous aspect, the aspect of opposing the national oppres-
sion, which is to be supported.

We Communists are the real advocates of this just aspect, uncon-
66 ditional advocates of the genuine national liberation of the Kurdish
nation, its right to secede. In this connection we are the most resolute enemies
of Great Turkish chauvinism. We know and advocate that the pre-condition on
which the Kurdish nation can exercise her right to secession can not be created
by an agreement with the Turkish Republic, not as long as il exists, but only
through smashing it with the revolution, under the conditions of the revolutio-
nary-democratic dictatorship of workers and peasants, and we fight for it.

67 Real liberation of the workers and peasants of North Kurdistan can be

reached only through their unity under the leadership of the Marxist-
Leninist Party with the victory of the struggle waged as a part of the common
revolution in North Kurdistan/Turkey for smashing the Turkish Republic.
Workers and peasants of North Kurdistan need their own Bolshevik Party, uni-
ted under the roof of the united party with the Bolshevik Parties of other regi-
ons of the Republic of Turkey. The Bolsheviks of North Kurdistan/T urkey are
well aware that the creation of such an organization is one of the most impor-
tant tasks of the revolution in North Kurdistan/Turkey, and working cons-
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ciously on it. The Bolsheviks from North Kurdistan grasp the struggle against
regional nationalism as one of the most important tasks.

68 The PKK wants to reach a peace settlement through a political ag-
reement with the ruling classes of the Turkish Republic. The part of the
ruling classes of the Turkish Republic which now determines the politics howe-
ver wants to intensify the war and destroy the PKK militarily. The peace sett-
lement which the PKK wants, were it to be realized in practice, would not be
real peace at all. We know that real peace, the true fraternization of peoples is
possible only under the conditions under which the right of nations to self-
determination is acknowledged unconditionally, all nations are fully equal, and
we also know that this is a question of the revolution. We consider the fight for
real peace as the fight for revolution. We are of the opinion that for the estab-
lishment of peace as well, the main task is to reinforce the fight for revolution.

69 The fight of the peasants outside of North Kurdistan is still more back-

ward than the movement of the working class. And these movements
are also under bourgeoisie's control. Nevertheless a certain increase and mili-
tancy is to be observed here recently. These movements can become a correct
leadership only by strengthening the Communist Party, through the working-
class cadres going into these movements.

While the women's movement, having exhibited the first massive ups-
70 wing after the suppression of all revolutionary movements after 1980,
now experiences a decline in terms of masses, on the other hand the process of
differentiation of women's movement into bourgeois and working women’s
movement has accelerated and is accelerating further. Unquestionably the
acceleration of this differentiation is a positive sign for the development of a
Communist women's movement. Recently the ruling classes have been trying
to instrumentalize the women's movement in the power struggle of religious-
fascist and Kemalist-fascist cliques. They are trying to con the women's move-
ment into defending the present fascist regime against the threat of shariah. In
struggling against these efforts we should not forget the following: The main
goal of the women’s movement today is to raise Communist women cadres, to
win the Communist women in the toiling women's movement for the creation
of a Communist women's movement.

7 1 The youth movement especially in the form of student’s youth move-

ment has recently experienced an upswing in numerical terms and
become more militant. 5till, taking the youth mass as a whole, this movement
is at a low level from the point of view of participation and proceeds within the
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boundaries of the existing order. The relative upswing in numerical terms and
the militancy of the student youth movement within the youth will continue.
Without forgetting our main task (getting organized in the working class), en-
gagement in these movements is a task of the Communists.

During the last few years there has been a certain development in pub-
7 2 lic consciousness for environmental questions in North Kurdistan/Tur-
key and more and more actions were developed involving different classes and
layers. The prevailing ideology in this area is reformism. Particularly in the
question of environmental consciousness there will be more developments and
increased actions in future. The task is to break the hold of bourgeois and to
reinforce the proletarian influence.

Various wings of the ruling classes are fighting each other for a grea-
7 3 ter portion of power in North Kurdistan/Turkey today. While they have
little fear of a working-class and toilers’ movement, the contradictions among
them are very sharp. Some recent events show that they even set up secret or-
ganizations not only against the people but also against each other and pursue
plots.

Power of the ruling classes is in a state of total degeneration. Different
7 wings of the ruling classes maintain that the degeneration stems from
other wings, and thus try to whitewash themselves. And all together they rep-
resent that under no circumstances is the state degenerate, but this or that per-
son within the state apparatus, and so try to whitewash the state.

The ruling classes offer the people different government alternatives:
7 5 the current fascist dictatorship with a parliamentary mask; a fascist dic-
tatorship putting aside its parliamentary mask temporarily; a religious-fascist
dictatorship instead of the West-oriented Kemalist-fascist.

For workers and toiling masses each of these alternatives is worse than the
others. It is not the concern of the working class and toiling masses to prefer
one of them to the others, nor can it be. The working class and toiling masses
must fight for their alternative, for their own state power. The task is to educa-
w and organize them for this task.

7 6 Today besides our Party none of the organizations in North Kurdis-

tan/Turkey acting in the name of Marxism-Leninism is Marxist-Leni-
nist. They all are in this or that regard opportunistic (revisionistic). Neither does
for the unity of the Marxist-Leninists in North Kurdistan/Turkey the problem
consist in uniting with some kind of an organization. The way to winning in-
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dividual revolutionary elements from within these organizations to the Mar-
xist-Leninist line and our Party is principled and open ideological struggle.

From the opportunist (revisionist) organizations Aydinlik/Worker's
77 Party finds itself clearly in the ranks of the counter-revolution (al-
though it is not a party of the ruling classes).

Legalism and reformism generally reign supreme. The legal “socialist” par-
ties are system-inherent reformist parties. Their clearest examples are the ODP
(Party of Freedom and Democracy) and the EMEP (Party of Labor).

The disease of legalism and reformism shows itself also in illegal opportunist
organizations in varying degrees. The illegal organizations are mainly petty
bourgeois. Regarding the armed struggle, the point of view represented and
practised by these organizations is, as one can easily see from the theory and
practice of DHKP-C, and different wings of the TKP/ML, the understanding
of vanguard warfare. That is to say, the vanguard fights in the name of the peop-
le. The task of the day is to awaken, organize and prepare the working class for
struggle, not to wage vanguard warfare.

78 Almost all opportunist organizations have applied and continue 1o
apply wrong methods beneficial only to the counter-revolution in the
internal struggle in their organizations. Those who in words believe that use of
violence has no business in relations among revolutionaries, declare, in the case
that their organizations are directly affected by a division, split etc., their poli-
tical adversaries to ounter-revolutionaries, police informers etc. and murder
them. This, however, serves in reality only the emergence of a situation as wis-
hed by the agents provocateurs and police.
7 9 With petty-bourgeois revolutionary organizations united actions can be
carried out on individual occasions on the basis of a revolutionary plat-
form, and freedom of agitation and propaganda.
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Call on All Marxist-Leninist Partles,
Organizations, Groups and Persons
in the World:

Our 6th Congress decided to publish our following positions once again in the
form of theses:

» The Marxist-Leninist world movement is experiencing its weakest and
most split period today.

» Today there is no common platform on which the world Marxist-Leninist
movement can unite.

» One of the most important tasks of the Marxist-Leninist forces of all
countries today is the fight for the creation of the unity of the world Marxist-
Leninist movement.

» The first steps towards creating the unity of the world Marxist-Leninist
movement are common efforts for the elaboration of a platform on which the
Marxist-Leninist movement can unite.

» Since such a platform does not exist today, there is also no common posi-
tion on who can be characterized as Marxist-Leninist.

» On the other hand there is also no common authuriiy acknowledged by
all revolutionary Communists as Marxist-Leninist.

P In our opinion the following must be done in this situation:

The groups which claim to be Marxist-Leninist, which appraise each other
—with their theory and practice— as Marxist-Leninist or close to Marxism-Leni-
nism, should begin with the work of creating a common platform; in case
attempts in this direction were begun already, to collaborate jointly as much as
possible there.

The concerned groups must present what the assimilation of the revolutio-
nary essence of Marxism means for them today, what their unconditional cri-
teria are for appraising somebody or an organization as Marxist-Leninist, and
in this sense their current criteria of Marxism-Leninism.

From among these criteria the common ones and differences should be ascer-
tained, a serious, systematic study and discussion should take place with refe-

rence to the differences in criteria, and the ideological struggle should be orga-
nized. '
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Open, public discussion over ideological-political disagreements, ideologi-
cal struggle over the differences, “in order that we may unite”, must be ackno-
wledged as the method of unity.

Mutual practical help and united actions must accompany the work for the
creation of the platform. The principle of this united action must be “unity of
action, freedom of agitation and propaganda”.

In our opinion the current criteria of Marxism-Leninism are the following :

» To acknowledge Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin as classics of Marxism-
Leninism.

» To grasp and condemn the Khrushchevite modern revisionism as the
ideological prop of the —now defunct— Russian social-imperialism.

» To acknowledge that the Khrushchevite modemn revisionism is the main
culprit responsible for the present condition of the world Marxist-Leninist
movement; to accept that ideological struggle against the Khrushchevite
modemn revisionism has not been completed, that there are very important
mistakes and deviations in this struggle, that it stands before us to bring this
struggle to completion;

P To reject and condemn the “Three Worlds Theory” as a counter-revolu-
tionary theory; to grasp the struggle against the roots and all variations of this
theory as a task;

» To uphold Mao Zedong as a great Marxist-Leninist. By the appraisal of
Mao Zedong, to combat both the appraisal of him as the fifth classic of Mar-
xism-Leninism as well as the general appraisal of him as a revisionist for the
period after 1957; to reject and condemn as deviation from Leninism both the
appraisal of Mao Zedong as a petty-bourgeois, peasant revolutionary as well as
Maoism which systematizes some errors of the Mao Zedong Thought.

® To reject and condemn the post-1978 line of the Party of Labor of Alba-
nia as revisionist;

» In order to bring about the unity of the World Marxist-Leninist Move-
ment, to accept the work for the creation of the platform of the World Com-
munist Movement as the key link to grasp; to accept principled open and public
ideological struggle as the method of bringing about the unity of the Marxist-
Leninist movement internationally as well as in individual countries:

» To uphold the Leninist Party teaching, and today especially the teaching
of the two stages of Party-building, i.e., that field of this teaching relating to
how this party is to be created, as a universal teaching;® To adhere closely to
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the methodological propositions of Marxism-Leninism, especially to the
method of unity of theory and practice, and the method of self-criticism.

We call on all forces with a claim to base themselves on Marxism-Leninism
and taking an irreconcilable, militant and revolutionary stand against imperia-
lism and their own ruling classes, to get in touch with us, to discuss with us
over the criteria named above and moreover to press forward for a united fight
against imperialism.

Together with all these revolutionary forces we want to wage an open ideo-
logical fight for creating the platform of the world Marxist-Leninist movement
on the one hand and to carry out united action for jointly ascertained goals on
the other hand.

We call upon all these forces to present their current criteria openly and
publicly. The only way to unity is to state the alternatives openly and discuss
them in a comradely manner.



Raise Revolutionary Banner of
May Day Higher!

May Day is observed in this year by the revolutionary forces all over the
world at a significant time when the proletariat and the toiling and oppressed
masses everywhere are waging numerous struggles against the imperialists and
the native comrador ruling classes; when the forces struggling for democracy
and socialism at international level are once again regrouping and strengt-
hening their ranks against the capitalist-imperialist system marking a new
beginning for great changes that are going to sweep the world in coming years.

Day by day it is getting increasingly exposed that inspite of the serious set-
backs suffered by the international working class movement, it is not socialism
but the imperialist system which is caught in severe crises. Stagnation in the
fields of production, mounting unemployment, fall in living indices of the mas-
ses, and curtailment or abolition of the democratic rights hitherto enjoyed by
the people are becoming the universal characteristics in the imperialist coun-
tries. Imperialist system is becoming an obstacle to the growth of the produc-
tive forces and even to the further development of science and technology con-
trary to the claims of its ideologues. As its moribund character is increasingly
coming to the fore it is surviving depending on speculative capital, intensify-
ing the plunder of the masses of the neocolonies and proletariat at home,
through increasing competition for world market, and war mongering to prop
up lucrative arms trade. Simultaneously it has let loos an allround cultural
offensive to spread its degenerated, reactionary value system. These develop-
ments have sharpened all the contradictions at international level, that is, the
contradiction between proletariat and bourgeoisie in the imperialist countries,
between the oppressed masses in the neocolonies and imperialism, and among
the imperialist powers and the global monopoly groups.

This is reflected in the mighty revolts of the proletariat and other oppressed
masses in the imperialist countries that shook them during the last few years.
Although these struggles do not yet target the imperialist system as a whole,
the imperialist bourgeoisie is nevertheless frightened. The imperialist bourge-
oisie, the monopoly groups, the various revisionist forces, and the labour ari-
stocracy they have developed have not succeeded in curbing the repeated out-
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break of these struggles. The vigorous campaigns unleashed by these forces of
reaction against socialism pointing out the disintegration of Soviet Union and
developments in other former socialist countries, their celebration of the *demi-
se’ of socialism and final victory for market system heralding the dawn of a
‘new world order’, and their declaration about the ‘end of history’ have not hel-
ped to disarm the working class who are coming up once again to challenge the
imperialist system.

In the former “socialist” countries under revisionist domination including
Russia, inspite of all smokescreens created by imperialist propagandists and
their local accomplices, a considerable section of the proletariat and all other
toiling masses have once again started showing their aspiration for socialism,
and are again on the move against those in power like the Yeltsins.

In the vast areas of the Afro-Asian-Latin American countries under the
vicious grip of neocolonialism unleashed by the imperialist camp, the proleta-
riat and oppressed masses are launching powerful struggles in various forms to
resist the anti-people policies and to overthrow the comprador regime. In these
neocolonies the imperialist system has only reproduced allround stagnation
and degeneration, and a regime of speculative capital plunging them to extre-
me crises and devastation. Under dictates of the instruments of imperialist capi-
tal like IMF, World Bank, WTO, numerous international financial institutions
etc. and the MINCs, the policies of privatisation-liberalisation-globalisation and
the mounting debt repayments are pauperising the vast masses there. As a
result, the contradiction between the imperialist system and the ruling state
system in these countries on the one hand and the oppressed masses on the
other is intensifying day by day.

At this critical juncture the imperialist camp and its compradors are utilising
all possible arsenals under their command including allround imperialist cul-
tural aggression utilising all modern technological knowhow to beat back these
challenges from the proletariat and the oppressed masses. Knowing fully well
that the best way to blunt the surging people’s movements and to lead them
astray is to disarm the proletarian class forces ideologically and politically,
they are utilising all time-tested means and instruments for this purpose. They
are promoting various alien trends which are negating proletarian class positi-
ons, and the very concept of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Reformist ideo-
logies including the so-called ‘grass-root’ concepts propagated by volun-
tary/non-governmental organisations are promoted. Religio-fundamentalist,
racist, national chauvinist like forces are encouraged and utilised to divide,
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divert and maim the proletarian forces. At the same time, to supress any forms
of people's struggles, the state is made increasingly fascist and state terror is
unleashed. Even hitherto existing democratic rights are abolished.

The proletarian socialist forces can utilise the present excellent objective
situation developing at global level for a new revolutionary offensive only by
combating these allround counter-revolutionary attacks by the imperialists and
their lackeys through strengthening their ideological-political-organisational
preparedness internationally and in each country based on Marxist-Leninist
positions and proletarian internationalism. Let the taking up of this historic task
and building up of steel like unity of the proletarian forces at international level
be our clarion call on this May Day.

It is inspiring that once again some forces claiming to base themselves on
Marxism-Leninism have started regrouping at international level organising
conferences, seminars and solidarity campaigns etc. This positive trend has
gained momentum during the last few years. While the revolutionary forces in
the imperialist countries organise May Day campaigns against the imperialist
powers, in the neocolonies vigorous campaigns are organised by the revolu-
tionary forces with the slogans: Kick out IMF-World Bank-MNCs, Quit WTO,
Write off imperialist debt, and scrap the imperialist dictated policies of priva-
tisation-liberalisation-globalisation. They are militantly upholding the spirit of
proletarian internationalism.

We support and salute all these campaigns and hope that together we shall
make the May Day this year a day to remember, a day of militant expression
of the great unity of the proletarian forces at international level. Let the red ban-
ner of May Day, the revolutionary banner of the international proletariat be rai-
sed higher and higher with firm resolve to intensify the revolutionary strugg-
les in all countries, to mobilise solidarity action in support of struggling peo-
ples, and to build up international unity of the proletarian forces.

Let the revolutionary struggles and militant May Day actions of the world
proletariat and the oppressed masses everywhere shake the very foundation of
the imperialist system, and let their May Day call reverberate over all conti-
nents heralding a new upsurge of the world proletarian revolution.

Long Live Revolutionary May Day
Long Live International Solidarity of World Proletariat!

April 1997
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Raise the Revolationary Banner
of May Day Higher!

May Day is observed by the Proletariat and all other toiling masses all over
the world this year at a significant time when oppressed masses everywhere are
coming up in numerous struggles against the imperialists and local ruling class-
es; when the forces of socialism are once again regrouping and strengthening
their ranks against the capitalist-imperialist system; when these developments
mark yet a new beginning for great changes that are going to sweep the world.

Mighty strikes and militant actions with the working class in the forefront
and broad toiling masses that shook the French imperialist state for weeks, and
increasing discontent and actions on the part of the proletariat and other op-
pressed masses in other imperialist countries frighten the imperialist chieftains,
although these strikes and actions remain presently within the boundaries of the
imperialist system. If the imperialists vigorously celebrated the collapse of
erstwhile USSR and a series of other pseudo-socialist States under the rule of
revisionists as the collapse of socialism and the victory of market economy, the
developments in these countries go to show that the toiling masses do not see
in this naked capitalism the promised heaven. In a number of countries where
“market economy™ won “victory” — as the results of the elections in the erst-
while Soviet Union, in Poland etc. show —, people begin to think that they were
better off even in the period under revisionist rule than now, and this thought
is gaining ground. And in many of the African, Asian and Latin American
countries under vicious grip of neocolonialism unleashed in post-World War
[T years by US led imperialist camp, the discontent and activity of the proletar-
iat and oppressed nations and peoples is on the rise again, with mounting strug-
gles in various forms to resist ever-mounting anti-people policies and to over-
throw the comprador regimes.

Not long back, imperialists everywhere with US imperialism in leadership
were celebrating the ‘demise’ of socialism declaring the dawn of ‘new world
order’ with their exploitative, plundering ruling system as the ‘end of history’.
They unleashed vicious ideological offensive to disarm world proletariat and
its vanguard forces. They pressed into service aristocratic sections among the
proletariat and all reformist-revisionist forces in these reactionary onslaughts
against socialist forces.
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Day by day it is getting increasingly exposed that inspite of the serious set-
backs it is not socialism but the imperialist system which is caught in severe
crises. Stagnation in the fields of production, mounting unemployment and fall
in living indices are becoming universal characteristics in imperialist countries
as well as in the neocolonies. Imperialist system is becoming an obstacle to the
growth of productive forces and even to development of science and technol-
ogy contrary to claims of its ideologues. As its moribund character is increas-
ingly coming to the fore, it is surviving depending on speculative captial, in-
tensifying neocolonial plunder and war-mongering. It has accelerated inter-im-
perialist contradictions threatening to break out presently in the form of trade
wars. Simultaneously the contradictions between capital and labour is coming
to the forefront in numerous forms in these countries.

Imperialist system is trying to ward off its crises by escalating plunder of
the neocolonies. Instruments of imperialist capital like IMF, World Bank,
WTO, MNCs, international financial institutions etc. are employed for this pur-
pose. Under neocolonial offensive moribund imperialist system has only repro-
duced allround stagnation and degeneration, and a regime of speculative capi-
tal plunging these countries into extreme crises and devastation. As a result
contradiction between imperialism and the ruling classes in these countries on
the one hand and opressed masses on the other hand is reaching extreme lev-
els.

At this critical juncture the imperialist camp is utilising all possible arsen-
als to beat back the challenges from the proletariat and oppressed masses.
Knowing fully well that the best way to attack the surging people’s movements
is to disarm them ideologically and politically, it is utilising all time-tested
means and instruments for this purpose. It is promoting everywhere various ali-
en trends which are negating proletarian class positions. Reformist ideologies
are manufactured and propagated. Religious, fundamentalist, racist, national
chauvinist like forces are encouraged to divide, divert and maim the proletari-
at. At the same time to suppress people’s movements state terrorism is increas-
ingly employed. The state apparatus in imperialist countries are fully drained
of even existing bourgeois democratic values. The state is made fascistic to
suppress people’s resistance everywhere.

Proletarian socialist forces can combat this allround counter-revolutionary
offensive at global level by the imperialist camp utilising the excellent situa-
tion developing everywhere only by sharpening their ideological political-or-
ganisational preparedness internationally based on Marxist-Leninist positions.
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In order to carry forward the revolutionary May Day tasks in this era of impe-
rialism and proletarian revolution, the proletarian forces have to build up steel
like firm unity in their own country as well as at international level casting
away all reformist illusions. At this historic juncture, let it be the rallying slo-
gan on this May Day.

Let the banner of May May, the revolutionary banner of international pro-
letariat, be raised higher and higher with the firm resolve to intensify revolu-
tionary struggles in all countries, to mobilise solidarity action in support of
struggling peoples, and to build up international unity of proletarian revolu-
tionary forces.

Let the revolutionary struggles of world proletariat and oppressed masses
shake the very foundations of the imperialist system, and let their May Day call
reverberate over all continents heralding the worldwide victory of proletarian
revolution.

April 1996

Long Live Revolutionary May Dayl

Long Live International Solidarity of World Proletariat!
Raise the Banner of Liberation,

Raise the Banner of Revolation on May Day!

BOLSHEVIK PARTY (NORTH KURDISTAN - TURKEY)
PROLETARIAN VANGUARD ORGANISATION
OF CEYLON
COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA (MARXIST-LENINIST)
RED FLAG



16/17June 1997 — European Summit in Amster-
dam

Maastricht Il:
The Europe of the Rich Arms Itself!

The European Union is not a democratic union of various states! It is an impe-
rialist alliance for:

— better squeezing the toilers in the European states;

— extensive repression of revolutionary resistance;

— the neo-colonialist exploitation of dependent countries as suppliers of raw
materials and cheap labour;

— consolidating the fortress Europe against refugees and labor immigrants;

— increased rivalry above all with Japanese and American capital,

— safeguarding the military interests of European powers.

The European Union (EU) is an imperialist alliance in which the great powers
England, France and Germany have the saying under the economic supremacy
of the Federal Republic of Germany.

UNEMPLOYMENT —

A SCOURGE OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEMI

The Europe wide march against unemployment on the occasion of the Euro-
pean Summit in Amsterdam denounces some outgrowths of the EU system...
But in the appeals the idea of another Europe, a social-democratic Europe is
presented as alternative: “Social partnership”, “reducing the democracy defi-
cit” etc. are the proposed beauty corrections. They bemoan the passing of the
times of full employment. But unemployment, wage exploitation, inflation,
price hikes are no strokes of fate and not the result of a wrong policy. They are
inseparable elements of the capitalist economy.

This capitalist economys leads to the blatant contradiction that the perfection
of technology, the increase in productivity and social wealth in bourgeois
society means an increase in social inequality, greater discrepancy between the
haves and the have-nots, increased existential uncertainty, unemployment and
wants of all kinds for ever broader layers of toilers.
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THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE — FIGHT FOR SOCIALISMI

So long as capitalism reigns in European countries, so long will the EU be an
imperialist alliance.

There was and is going to be no “social” Eu-rope, no “Europe from below”,
so long as the power structures do not change. These are all day-dreams and
illusions. If we want to fight the consequences of the EU alliance, if we want
to fight unemployment, price hikes, wage exploitation, political repression,
racism, male chauvinism, then we have to realize that we can eliminate them
really only when we fully destroy the rule of capital in our countries. Our goal
can only be: Fight against capitalism — for socialism!

We must put here and now the question of the alternative to the world system
of imperialism. Despite all defeats suffered by the international working-class
movement, from which we must learn today more than ever before, the present
system with its barbarism proves one point ever more clearly: We need an alter-
native, we need a society where those who work and create all the values in
society, also dispose over political power!

Fight for the soclalist revolution!

June 1997

BOLSHEVIK PARTISAN

{Marxist-Leninist journal from North Kurdistan/Turkey) &

TROTZ ALLEDEM
(Inspite of Everything) (Joumal for building the Bolshevik Party Germany)

- 48 -



Excerpts from a Letter to the
Communist Party of Japan/Left

November 18, 1996

Dear comrades,

Here is how we assess the present situation [in the Middle East] and what we
think about the contending forces briefly in the form of theses:

The Middle East is one of the most important areas of contention for the im-
perialists for a redivision of the world. For imperialists, and first and foremost
for imperialist great powers, the region, producing some 60% of the world out-
put of oil, is important above all in this respect. The region is a playground for
all imperialist powers, and they all try to get the biggest share for themselves.
At present, the US imperialism is the dominant power in the region, but this
dominance is not absolute. Other imperialist great powers are doing all they
can to throw back and even put an end to the US dominance in favor of their
own dominance. The Zionist state of Israel is the strongest US pillar in the re-
gion. Israel is in the situation of being one of the biggest military forces in the
region. In view of its militarist and aggressive structure, it is strong enough to
wage a war even when left on its own. On the international plane, the USA is
the power which supports all Israeli aggression. Inspite of this fact, the USA
cannot afford to confront the entire Arab world, and therefore plays also a role
of forcing Zionist Israel to “imperialist peace”, so to speak. Saudi Arabia and
the Emirate of Kuwait, the other supporters of the USA in the region, are in
military terms not in a position to defend the US interests in the region. Their
own survival depends to a large extent on the USA. The USA makes use of
these areas both as sources of raw materials (oil) and as military bases. Turkey
and Egypt act in alliance with and in allegiance to the USA. Today Jordan and
Syria also stay in a certain alliance relationship with the USA.
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No doubt, all these “allies™ have also their own special interests and calcula-
tions in this alliance. And on those points where their interests and calculations
do not concur with those of the USA, they try to implement the policy that
seemingly best suits their interests even when this is not to the liking of the
USA. In this context, the ruling classes usually take these steps in the name of
an “independent foreign policy”, with the intention of capitalizing on and tak-
ing in tow the anti-imperialist and/or anti-American tendencies among the pop-
ular masses. The possibility and spectacle of an “independent foreign policy”
(this should be understood as independent from the USA) grows, the more de-
veloped the relations are with other imperialist great powers. The visits paid by
the present government of the Turkish Republic to Iran and Libya, for exam-
ple, were realized although the USA did not want them. As a result of mistak-
en notions about anti-imperialism on the part of opportunist forces in the re-
gion, anti-imperialism is rather developing in the form of anti-Americanism,
and other imperialist great powers are not considered so evil. People do not re-
alize that there is essentially no difference between them and the USA, that they
too are vital enemies of the peoples. One of the most important questions of the
task of anti-imperialist revolution in the region is to grasp and make people
grasp that anti-imperialism should not and cannot be confused with and re-
duced to anti-Americanism.

Another important problem in this respect is that anti-imperialist revolution
is grasped as a military expulsion of this or that imperialist power from the re-
gion. In our opinion this is also wrong, With the exception of North Irak/South
Kurdistan, there is no area under direct military occupation in the region. For
this reason, anti-imperialist revolution is in almost all countries of the region
directed against the ruling classes in the country collaborating with the forces
of imperialism. Anti-imperialist revolution is interwoven with the democratic
revolution that is going to pave the way for socialism.

The biggest rivals of the USA in the region are France, Britain, Russia and
Japan, all headed by Germany. Germany has “good relations” with all states in
the region, and presents itself ~sometimes speaking in the name of Europe- as
the alternative to the USA. The relations of Germany with Iran, which the USA
describes as a “terrorist state”, are a case in point.

In its relations above all with the Lebanon and Syria, France is in a more ad-
vantageous position than the USA. There is a very complicated and fast race
going on among imperialist powers in terms of establishing their domination
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within the Palestinian state that is developing towards a state within the sphe-
re of domination of the imperialist world.

Britain considers it more suitable for its interests to act as the closest US al-
ly, its shadow in Europe. This does not mean, however, that it does not have
any aspiration to domination on its own. As one of the former dominant forc-
es in the region, Britain no doubt wants to reattain its former role. British mil-
itary bases in Cyprus, the active aggressive role played by Britain in the oper-
ation “Poised Hammer" etc. are facts underlining its striving for domination.

Some people think Russia is not involved in the Middle East any more, This
is not a correct approach. Russia is —no doubt— not so strong as it was before
1990 in the Middle East. But it is not a “negligible” force, either. It still holds
quite an active position in the Middle East affairs through the ties it has in the
Middle East. It can be said that no imperialist power can take steps which
would change the balance of power in the Middle East against the absolute op-
position of Russia.

Those who reduce the entire struggle to the struggle against “US hegemony”
whitewash the other imperialist great powers in the eyes of the people. The
struggle must be directed against all imperialist powers, against the forces of
world imperialism. All policies proposed in the name of “utilizing inter-impe-
rialist contradictions” at the present level of workers' and toilers’ movement
and at the present level of communist organization end up in practice with be-
coming the tail end of other imperialist powers in the struggle against any par-
ticular imperialist power.

While imperialist great powers contend among themselves for domination in
the Middle East, they also collude with one another and enter into compromis-
es to prevent the emergence of local or regional powers that could challenge
them. And they do this in the name of “human values”, “human rights” of the
West etc.

Their stand against Saddam’s Iraq is the most clear-cut case in point. Their
stand against Iran etc. is a further case in point. The regimes in both Iraq and
Iran are anti-popular, fascist, externally aggressive regimes. However, these re-
gimes have another common characteristic, in that, at present, they are not di-
rectly an extension of any one particular imperialist power. And they are not in
a position of implementing any and every prescription of the imperialist world.
Both regimes are struggling to establish themselves as dominant regional forc-
es in their own right. Having this characteristic, they are not regimes which the
imperialists wish, but regimes which they wish to destroy. And both regimes
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make use of this state of affairs to present themselves as progressive, anti-im-
perialist regimes and take the masses in tow. Both the “human rights” defense
of imperialist powers attacking these regimes, as well as the anti-imperialist
jargon of these regimes is a lie. The contention among these two groups of ban-
dits is a contention between big and small bandits, and there is no party to sup-
port. Undoubtedly, we hold the military attacks of the imperialist great pow-
ers, and above all those of the US, to “punish” Irag, their embargo on Irag
which in actual fact punishes the Iraqi people, for acts of piracy and strongly
condemn them. However, this does not mean on our part that we somehow sup-
port the Saddam regime. The Saddam regime is a fascist regime, it is the main
enemy of Iragi peoples to be overthrown by their revolution. In the same man-
ner, we hold all attempts of the imperialists to attack Iran for an act of piracy
and strongly condemn them. But this does not mean that we support the Irani-
an regime. A clerical-fascist regime reigns in Iran that should be overthrown
with the revolution of Iranian peoples. This regime is the main enemy of Ira-

nian peoples.

To side with one of the parties in the contention between the imperialists and
the reactionary, fascist regimes of the Middle East is a radical error. Commu-
nists and revolutionaries must intervene in the events as independent forces and
not at the tail end of ruling classes.

In their contention for hegemony in the Middle East, imperialists make use
of the national-ethnical and religious-factional contradictions and border con-
flicts between the states of the region to the utmost. One fundamental feature
of their policy is the policy of divide and rule, “divide et empera™.

In this context two facts are of importance: First of all, the borders in the Mid-
dle East were drawn artificially during imperialist division and redivision of
the world. And all existing states have border problems, unresolved “historical
problems” with their neighbors. Depending on he conjuncture, the ruling class-
es in every country play these cards again and again to distract the attention of
the masses from internal, class questions and to take them in tow. Secondly, all
states in the Middle East are multi-national states in which one nation domi-
nates and applies all kinds of national oppression on other nations and nation-
alities. This is a cause of continuous internal instability and national strife in
these countries, bringing various levels of conflicts and wars for their suppres-
sion onto the agenda. These two facts make this region extremely favorable for
the application of the policy of “divide and rule”.
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At the moment, there are two national movements awaiting solution, press-
ing for solution. One is the Palestinian Arab national movement. At the point
reached now, this movement has come under the control of imperialism in the
main, the establishment of an “independent” mini Palestinian state next to Zi-
onist Israel has become the maximum program of the mainstream movement.
The course of development is, as events point out, despite the counter-current
both within the Palestinian Arab national movement and within Israel, towards
the establishment of a mini Palestinian-Arab state under bourgeois leadership,
compromising and uniting with imperialism (the line of present PLO leader-
ship/Arafat). The radical-islamist wing within the Palestinian Arab national
movement does not favor this “solution” and reasserts its goal of overthrowing
the Israeli State, propounds anti-Semitic positions in the name of anti-Zionism
and anti-imperialism. We consider anti-Semitism to be a very perilous ideolo-
gy. We are resolute opponents of Zionism, of the racist ideology and politics
of considering Palestine as the promised land for Jews and violently attacking
the Arab population. We are resolute opponents of the imperialist expansion-
ism of the Israeli state etc. The Israeli state is a Zionist, aggressive, militarist
state. This state must be razed to the ground by the democratic revolution of
the peoples in Israel, paving the way for socialism. Not because it is a “Jewish
state”! But because it is an anti-people, exploiter state, an aggressive, Zionist
state following an imperialist policy! Just as we are against the Zionist Israeli
state, we are also against the anti-Semitic, racist project of “throwing Jews in-
to the sea”. The Jewish population settled in Palestine must be accepted as a
fact of life. Anti-Semitic positions have in fact nothing to do with democracy,
with revolutionarism etc. From the point of view of toilers, the social project
of islamic clericalists is indeed no project for real liberation. To a great extent,
this part of the movement is a means of influence in the hands of Iran in the re-
gion,

The second important national movement is the Kurdish national movement.
Geographically, Kurdistan is divided into four parts among four states (Turkey,
Iran, Iraq, Syria). A compact Kurdish population lives within the boundaries of
former Soviet Union. Mainly there are three big “national liberation organiza-
tions™ in Kurdistan besides dozens of smaller organizations. Two of these big
organizations contending for power in South Kurdistan (North Iraq), forced to
the negotiating table earlier in Dublin and lately in Ankara under the auspices
of USA and Turkey, i.e., the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) led by Tala-
bani, and the Democratic Party of Kurdistan (KDP) led by Barzani, are reac-
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tionary feudal-bourgeois organizations openly collaborating with imperialism,
under direct imperialist control, which have no revolutionary, national libera-
tionary substance. They are rather clan-based organizations than national or-
ganizations. The political guide-line of these organizations is lack of principles
and bourgeois pragmatism. During the latest clashes the PUK collaborated
with Iran and the KDP with Iraq. However, these should not be considered as
lasting alliances etc. What the imperialists want in South Kurdistan is a form
of domination in which these two forces together control —under the control of
imperialism- this area and each other as well. Since all the states in the region
know perfectly well that the establishment even on paper of an independent
Kurdish state in any part of Kurdistan will in time bring up the question of the
unification of Kurdistan, they are against the establishment of a Kurdish state.
Therefore, although the circumstances are very favorable for the establishment
of a separate state in South Kurdistan, the declared objective of imperialists and
their lackeys is not an independen Kurdistan state, but an autonomous Kurdish
area within Irag, a special zone with regional autonomy within a federal struc-
ture at best. Present conditions exclude the possibility of establishing a depen-
dent Kurdish state, of an imperialist power giving direct support to such a pro-
ject. Then this can be done only in direct confrantation with Iran, Iraq, Turkey
and Syria altogether. However, this is not an obstacle for the imperialists to
play the “Kurdish card” in their relations with the states of the region to bring
them under better control.

The third biggest Kurdish national movement is the PKK (Workers' Party of
Kurdistan). The two most fundamental characteristic of this organization, or-
ganized primarily in North Kurdistan, but increasingly settling in the South as
well in the nineties, are as follows: First of all, this organization is more mod-
ern in comparison with the other two, more national in the sense of being not
clan-based. Secondly, this organization is not under the direct control of any
particular imperialist power. This does not mean that this organization has a
consistent anti-imperialist line. The fundamental cause of this situation lies in
the fact that imperialists do not yet accept this organization as their counterpart
like the other organizations. But as a bourgeois nationalist organization it is
ready to establish relations with imperialism and defend the interests of an im-
perialist power when that power clearly supports it. Especially in the last few
years, the PKK transformed the armed struggle into a means serving the basic
objective of being recognized as a political addressee. Its present line is what
we call armed reformism.
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We Bolsheviks of North Kurdistan/Turkey see the solution of Kurdistan
question in peoples’ democratic revolutions carried out by workers and toilers
of all nationalities in all countries among which Kurdistan is divided. One of
the most important tasks of these revolutions will be the solution of national
question in the country. By this we mean the creation of conditions under which
the Kurdish nation wil be able to use its right to secede freely. In the long run,
the solution would be a Union of Soviet Socialist Middle East Republics.

The present situation makes this objective seem like a very distant objective.
But this does not alter the fact that this is the only correct objective.

Communist organizations in the region are very weak; workers’ and toilers’
movements are essentially under the control of the ruling classes, they are de-
veloping within the system boundaries.

The toiling masses are moved not so much by anti-imperialist/democratic
revolutionary demands as by reformist, nationalist and religious demands. Re-
formism, chauvinist nationalism and clericalism dominate. Moreover, chau-
vinism and clericalism are the developing trends. The ruling classes take ad-
vantage of the antipathy of people to Western imperialist powers to gather them
under the flag of chauvinism and clericalism.

For sure, this will not be of long duration, and a genuine anti-imperialist/dem-
ocratic revolution will again become an alternative for the broad masses of
workers, peasants and toilers. Our task is to carry consciousness into the mass-
es in this direction, to organize, organize, and organize!

With our best wishes for your struggle,
Bolshevik salutes!

PS: In your letter..., you write:

“Historically, British, French and US imperialism has artificially made up the
Arab-Jewish conflict, established the “state” of Israel, brought about succes-
sive wars in the Middle East and played with “peace” game, only with the aim
of dominating the peoples and controlling the oil resources in the region.”

We do not agree with this sentence as it stands here.

First of all, it does not fit in with historical facts when the establishment of
the state of Israel is presented more or less as a “plot” of British, French and
US imperialism. The establishment of the state of Israel is the outcome of a cer-
tain process. At the beginning of this process stood the anti-Semitic attacks
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against the Jews, the Jewish pogroms in various countries of Europe. At a cer-
tain stage of this process stood the transformation —in the person of German
MNazism~— of these pogroms into a program for the extinction of all Jews (End-
lisung = Final Solution), and the implementation of this program. Without
pointing to this historical background, one cannot grasp the heavy Jewish im-
migration to Palestine during and after the World War Two. And precisely this
historical background moved the then socialist Soviet Union to take a positive
stand towards the establishment of the state of Israel,

Secondly, it is not entirely true that the Arab-Jewish conflict has been artifi-
cially made up. There is a conflict of interests between the Jews who immigrate
to Palestine and the Arab population inhabiting those lands. The question of
who is going to own these lands to which extent has clearly furnished the ma-
terial basis for this conflict of interests. Ideologically and politically, Zionism
on the part of the Jews, which considers the whole of Palestine as “Promised
Land"” and foresees slavery for the Arab population at best, and anti-Semitism
and chauvinist nationalism on the part of the Arabs, which does not want to see
even one Jew on Palestine soil, formed the basis of the conflict. Imperialists in-
stigated these conflicts and utilized them. But the conflicts are not artificial.



For a Principled Unity —
Open and Public Ideological Struggle

World Communism is presently experiencing one of its weakest and most
difficult phases in history. On the one hand the objective conditions for the
proletarian revolution both worldwide and in each individual country are so
ripe as never before. Imperialism has expanded its reign of exploitation right
up to the most remote corners of the world.

A small minority of exploiters and the great mankind consisting of thousands
of millions of toilers stand face to face. The productive forces have developed
to such an extent that when they are used correctly, hunger, poverty etc. could
be abolished worldwide. The material conditions for socialism-Communism
have ripened so far as never before.

But on the other hand, as far as the subjective conditions for revolution are
concerned, the situation is not so encouraging. On the ideological plane coun-
ter-revolution is prevailing. The classes and layers which are really the subject
of the revolution, do not in general comprehend —if we leave aside a small
minority— the revolution as solution of their problems. The masses of working
people do not acknowledge socialism-Communism as the only real alternative
to the current exploitative society.

Against the present bourgeois democracy, which has become more and more
reactionary and undergoes a fascisation in different countries, there is a mass
opposition only from political groups which offer a still more reactionary alter-
native to the current society, which are still more nationalistic-minded, still
more chauvinistic, racist and fundamentalist. Opposing sections of the working
masses tend sooner to these movements than to socialism.

Here, the developments in the Soviet Union which, after the revisionists com-
pletely took over political power in 1956, degenerated more and more and gra-
dually developed into a social-fascist and social-imperialist force controlling
the “Eastern Block”, naturally play a decisive role. Both the imperialist bour-
geoisie as well as the revisionists were united in passing off the Soviet Union
and the Eastern Block as socialist. While the imperialists pursued the goal of
slandering socialism, the revisionists wanted to cheat the working class and toi-
lers in their own countries and worldwide to remain in power.
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At any rate, from the point of view of the masses, from the point of view of
workers and toilers, the Soviet Union and the so-called Eastern Block were
socialist.

The years in which socialism began to stop being an alternative for the broad
masses were the seventies and the eighties, during which they saw that what
was being done in the name of Socialism was practically not different from the
West.

The existence of China and Albania claiming to defend socialism against
revisionism was not sufficient to change this general picture to its opposite, eit-
her. Over and above this, revisionism gained the upper hand in these states too
as time went by. Successive collapse of the revisionist systems in the Soviet
Union and the surrounding states at the end of the eighties was reflected into
the consciousness of the masses as the “collapse of socialism™.

For the broad masses standing under the ideological bombardment of the
bourgeoisie the “socialist system” standing in competition with Western capi-
talism had collapsed. This defunct system had no advantages whatsoever for
the toilers and workers over what they experienced in the West. After the
“collapse of socialism”, “western liberal-democratic system” had proven (!) as
the superior system in competition of systems.

And now we are living at a time where this assessment is prevalent.

This is one aspect of the reality which we express with the statement that
“world Communism is experiencing one of its weakest and most difficult pha-
ses”. Another aspect of this reality is that, despite all the negative circum-
stances, today there are still parties and organizations not giving up —when
only verbally— the goal of socialism/Communism, claiming to defend socia-
lism/Communism and also organizing themselves on this basis.

Among those which have a real mass influence, we can count the parties in
power in North Korea, China, Cuba and Vietnam. But the politics they con-
duct in the name of socialism has nothing to do with socialism.

Besides these there are still modern-revisionist parties with mass influence
in the states where revisionism was in power. For example, there are such par-
ties in Russia, Poland and the former German Democratic Republic. These
parties are socialist in name, but bourgeois in reality. Their programs are so-
cial-democratic. The old revisionist parties in the West with mass influence
have been representing a social-democratic line since decades anyhow. Since
the so-called “collapse of socialism” they “purged” socialism from their name
as well,
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When we speak of world Communism, the above named parties and groups
naturally do not belong to it. Generally speaking, we must take a look at the
forces other than the modern revisionist counter-revolutionaries. World Com-
munism is represented by a part of these forces. When we approach the pro-
blem this way, we can state the following:

* Looking at it on a worldwide basis, the organisations (with a few excepti-
ons) talking in the name of Communism, Marxism-Leninism are, compared
with and measured by their claim to change the world, very weak. Their orga-
nisational ties with the subject of the revolution, the working class, are also
very weak.

* In the relatively strong organizations among them, diseases like nationa-
lism, spontaneism, personality cult, tribal forms of organization, reformism
and legalism are prevalent.

* Today there is no movement embodying a unity on the basis of a common
program, one which could be marked as the World Communist Movement.

In the past the World Communist Movement had a common program and a
common organization in the Third International. Each of the communist par-
ties in individual countries grasped itself practically as part of the single world
party.

After the dissolution of Comintern in 1943 its program for the proletarian

world revolution was the common program and programmatic basis of all
Communist parties in individual countries as well.

Later the Cominform tried to give the World Communist Movement a new
organizational form. But these attempts succumbed after the revisionists took
over power in the Soviet Union. The Cominform was dissolved by the revi-
sionists.

After that the modern revisionists in the Soviet Union tried to transform their
own line into the line of the World Communist Movement by organizing
“International Conferences of Communist and Worker's Parties”. The larger
part of the World Communist Movement endorsed the modern-revisionist line
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU). In this way the old strong
World Communist Movement became bourgeoisiefied and turned into a
modern-revisionist movement.

After 1960 the Communist Party of China (CPC) and the Party of Labor of
Albania (PLA) stayed away from the above named conferences which dege-
nerated into festivals of self-aggrandizement for the revisionists.
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In 1963, in its “Proposal for the General Line of the Internanonal Com-
munist Movement”, the CPC submitted its line on the questions of the World
Communist Movement.

Had this proposal been understood by the Marxist-Leninists really only as a
proposal, discussed fully, and its errors corrected, there would have been the
possibility of developing this proposal into a programmatic basis on which the
World Communist Movement could re-unite. Alas it has not come that way.

The CPC, leading the struggle against modern revisionist degeneration, and
the PLA, supporting the CPC in this struggle, were not able to realize the mis-
sion of restoring the World Communist Movement expected from them. Final-
ly these parties degenerated as well. A strong World Communist Movement
could not be formed as an alternative to the treachery of modern revisionism.
Communist forces in each country were forced to fight without a collectively
worked out program and an intermational organization resting on this program.

* In the present situation it is an urgent task for the Communist forces the
world over to create the World Communist Movement anew. No Communist
should place this task behind the task of “revolution in one’s own country” or
postpone to a time after it. That would be a nationalistic conduct that does not
grasp the “revolution in one’s own country™ as a part of the proletarian world
revolution.

Creating the World Communist Movement anew means tracking down the
really Communist forces in each country fighting independently of each other,
or in some cases even knowing nothing of each other, working out a common
program on the basis of common discussions, and on the basis of this common
program creating a common organisation which also establishes the unity of
action worldwide. The goal is an organization like the Comintern.

* Presently, many organisations and groups which we consider also in part
as potential members of the World Communist Movement to be created, orga-
nize conferences [o create the “international unity of Marxist-Leninists” and
participate in such conferences. Moreover there are also conferences organi-
zed for creating an “anti-imperialist unity”, since conditions for the interna-
tional unity of Marxist-Leninists were not given under present circumstances.

We Bolsheviks from Turkey-North Kurdistan participate in these conferen-
ces to the best of our ability to propagate our views, get to know the forces
represented there and get on closer terms with them in the process of ideolo-
gical struggle.
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However, there is a methodological error in these relationships which, in our
opinion, represents one of the biggest obstacles on the way to the creation of
the World Communist Movement. It concerns the approach to the question of
how the ideological struggle should be waged.

The overwhelming majority of the allegedly Marxist-Leninist groups wan-
ting to create the unity of the Marxist-Leninists (or the anti-imperialist unity),
refuse to carry out an open ideological struggle in public, naming individual
groups by name.

The reason they give is that the already weak unity as it is will be weakened
still more. But in doing so, they give up one of the most important methodo-
logical demands of Marxism-Leninism, the principle of open and public ideo-
logical struggle, and it is replaced with the bourgeois principle of “not was-
hing one’s dirty linen in public”, with the bourgeois principle of concealing the
differences of opinion and hiding them behind closed doors; the principle of
combatting errors openly is replaced with bourgeois diplomacy.

Why is open and public ideological struggle a basic principle of Marxism-
Leninism? Because only in this way is it possible to inform the working class
and the toiling masses, which are the subject of the revolution, right from the
beginning about the existing differences of opinion, only in this way can they
participate, on the basis of documents, in the ideological struggle over the dif-
ferences of opinion. The masses are educated by the ideological struggle over
the differences of opinion and can thus select consciously between right and
wrong.

The principle of open and public ideological struggle is the logical conclu-
sion from the fact that the working class and the toiling masses are the subject
of the revolution, that revolution is impossible without educating and organi-
sing them on the basis of socialist consciousness. For someone who wants to
educate the working class and the toiling masses, there can be no logical gro-
unds for concealing the differences of opinion and “settling” them behind clo-
sed doors. If there are differences of opinion and contradictions, and there are,
it is not right to hide them from the masses. The pretence of an apparently uns-
hakable unity without contradictions did afflict a heavy damage on the World
Communist Movement in the past.

What prevails today?

The differences of opinion within the groups or parties themselves or among
different groups are not carried out into the open so long as these groups are
not yet enemies, so long as they have not yet split, even when these differen-
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ces of opinion concern matters of prime importance and principle, and are kept
in a small circle within the group itself or among these groups. The “outsiders”
learn what these differences of opinion are only after the groups split and
declare themselves reciprocally to enemies.

Thus sympathisers of revolution or organization are forced to hold to certain
“teams”, so to speak, since they have not joined in the process of discussion
themselves. Thus the possibility of avoiding unnecessary splits is abolished,
the masses are prevented from participating and engaging in ideological
struggle actively.

The idea that open and public ideological struggle is waged only among ene-
mies, leads to perceiving every open polemic as enmity, and plays a role of
preventing the organisations from taking over correct criticisms levelled
against them. For according to the prevailing opinion, open and public criti-
cism is @ priori animosity!

Generally it is so that when the differences of opinion and contradictions
intensify and cannot be hidden anymore, one goes over to waging a public
polemic against certain ideas, without, however, naming the addressee open-
ly. Generally, these groups, persons etc. are named and the ideological strugg-
le is waged openly and publicly only when the respective groups, persons etc.
have been declared to enemies. This is an absolutely wrong approach!

To show how earnest the present situation is, here is an example:

One of the groups with the claim to bring about the unity of Marxist- Leni-
nists, calls itself the “International Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties
and Organizations”. In the documents published by the 4th Conference of this
grouping in April 1994, the following rule is set up as one of the conditions
whose acceptance is at the same time a precondition for participation in furt-
her conferences: “d) Gradual accomplishment of unity; no public discussion
between the parties and organizations and no public criticism or attack of a
party or organization against another.”

Here the participatory organizations are clearly prohibited from criticizing
each other in public. In the sentence forbidding public criticism, after criticism
the word “attack” is inserted. In a situation where criticism is not understood
as a means that helps overcome errors, but as attack, this word is really super-
fluous. To emphasize it once more: What is being forbidden here is every
public criticism in general.

Following organizations put their signatures under this rule: Marxist-Leni-
nist Organization of Afghanistan « Revolutionary Communist Party of Argen-
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tina (PCR) = Workers Party of Bangladesh « Communist Organization of
Luxemburg (KOL) » Communist Party of Nepal (United Marxist-Leninists) »
Marxist-Leninist Group (Red Dawn) of Netherlands (GML) » Communist Wor-
kers Party of Norway = Communist Party of Peru (Patria Roja) = Communist
Party of the Philippines » Communist Union of Spain (UCE) » Nucleus of the
Revolutionary Communist Party of Uruguay » Workers Party of Yugoslavia «
Revolutionary Organization of Zaire.

It is a fact that, among the organizations signing this rule and other docu-
ments of the conference, there are also important disagreements. And there is
nothing to conceal, there is nothing to fear in this. The correct approach would
be to pick out the most important ones among these differences of opinion and
organize an open and public ideological struggle over these.

Open and public ideological struggle is not — as many think — a hostile attac k,
but the struggle for the right thing. Only in such a struggle can the right thing
assert itself, can revolutionaries in and around organisations reconsider their
views in ideological struggle with other alternatives and educate themselves,
and only then can a gradual unification take place. All other plans lead only to
pretending a non-existent unity.

What is fact today?

The fact is, the World Communist Movement has no common platform
today that came into existence through collective discussion of communist
organisations. In the lack of such platform, each organization sets up its own
criteria of what constitutes a Marxist-Leninist party, A common definition of
“who is Marxist-Leninist?" can be won only in the course of time on the basis
of an ideological struggle waged in public.

Thus it emerges that open and public ideological struggle must be one of the
fundamental prerequisites in all attempts to establish the unity of the World
Marxist-Leninist Movement again.

Each attempt departing from this principle in the name of unity is in reality
a blow dealt against unity. A unity which transfers the ideological struggle to
behind closed doors is in itself a rotten unity condemned to failure, even if it
gives itself the look of firmness. The unity of Marxist-Leninists can not be rea-
lized on the basis of this revisionist method.

Why do we call the transfer of ideological struggle to behind closed doors
revisionist? We call it revisionist, because open and public ideological strugg-
le has always and at all times been the fright of the revisionists.
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During the time of the First International Marx and Engels criticized the cur-
rents which appeared in the name of socialism openly and in public. Marxism
prevailed over the other directions in socialism first in open and public strugg-
le. “Communist Manifesto”, the first fundamental programmatic document of
Communism, is an example for it.

In this connection the objection can be made that “we are not discussing with
currents hostile to Marxism, but among Marxist-Leninists”™.

Marx and Engels continued to take the same stand after Marxism had pre-
vailed over the other socialist currents also, and criticized the errors of their
own comrades openly and publicly. Critiques of the Gotha and Erfurt pro-
grams are the best examples for it. That the critique of the Gotha program was
published first thirteen years later in the party press, happened against the will
of Marx and Engels.

The polemics Lenin waged within the Second International and the RSDLP
are also such open and public polemics. In all his works, whether in “One Step
Forward, Two Steps Back" or in "What Is To Be Done?" or in “Two Tactics
of Social-Democracy in the Democratic Revolution” etc., he always waged
an open and public struggle against errors although these errors were made in
part personally by his party comrades.

Lenin's struggle for the establishment of the Bolshevik Party and the Third
International rests methodologically on the principle of open and public ideo-
logical struggle. Take Lenin’s conduct during the Zimmerwald Conferences:
While signing the Zimmerwald statements in the name of the party, he also
made it a condition to reproduce the criticisms he brought to the errors in the
statements. We should take this conduct of Lenin as our example. Diametri-
cally opposite to that of Lenin is the stand taken by people like Bemstein, Ka-
utsky etc., who concealed the “differences of opinion among friends”. Such is
the conduct of Marxism-Leninism and of revisionism.

The Third International was not founded on the principle of concealing the
differences of opinion but on the principle of open and public ideological
struggle, and it remained faithful to this principle from its founding till its dis-
solution. Open and public discussions conducted in the press organs of the
Comintern are clear examples for it.

Lenin’s work “‘Left-Wing’ Communism - An Infantile Disorder” is from
beginning to end a polemic against the “Lefts” within the Comintern. Stalin
brought forward many open and public criticisms on the Communist Parties
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of Germany, Czechoslovakia and Poland. The addressees of these criticisms
were no “enemies”, but Communists organized within the same party.

Unfortunately these fundamental approaches of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin
and the Comintern became forgotten or were made forgotten after the takeover
of power by modern revisionists, and the revisionist norms of relations were
imposed on the World Communist Movement in the name of Marxism-Leni-
nism.

In the statements of 1957 and 196() the “methods of reaching common con-
sent through bilateral negotiations” and “through negotiations among party
leaders™ were fixed as Marxist-Leninist norms of relations between parties.

Here is not even a trace left from the principle of development of the World
Communist Movement, from the principle of open and public ideological
struggle. Here “reaching consent” was transformed into the norm. Should
there, however, be a point where one might achieve no consent, there should
count the vote of “big brother”. This was in fact laid down in the same docu-
ments by stating that “the Communist and Workers' Parties agree unani-
mously that the CPSU is the leader of the World Communist Movement and it
will always remain so, that it is the most experienced and most stable part of
the Communist movement”,

It is clear that this has nothing to do with Marxism-Leninism, and that these
principles were laid down to establish the revisionist domination. Unfortu-
nately parties like the CPC and the PLA also signed these documents. Even if
the CPC and the PLA later criticised the CPSU openly by name, this happen-
ed at a time where the CPSU had already passed over to attacking these par-
ties directly and by name. And, worse still, the CPC continued to defend this
stand of leaving the initiative in the ideological stmggle to revisionism as a
correct stand in the polemic article “The Source and Development of the Dif-
ferences Between the CPSU Leadership and Us”.

Undoubtedly there is a connection between the wrong procedures in the
method of ideological struggle of many present parties speaking in the name
of Marxism-Leninism and allegedly defending Mao Zedong Thought, and the
errors made in the past in the struggle against modern revisionism — in the form
of continuation of these errors under present conditions. We think it is high
time to cast away these errors fundamentally. Concealment of the differences
of opinion always served only the revisionists, never the Marxist-Leninists.

QOur appeal to all Marxist-Leninists is:



— Reject the norms of relationship imposed on the World Communist Move-
ment by the revisionists, and the theory and practice of concealing the diffe-
rences of opinion.

— Open and public ideological struggle should not be an obstacle to united
action and mutual support and solidarity.

~ Open and public ideological struggle is the only correct method of esta-
blishing ideological and organizational unity.

— One of the objections to the principle of open and public ideological
struggle is that “a political organization in struggle can not afford the luxury
of discussing everything openly"”. This objection is valid only in cases where
discussion is an obstacle to united action. And indeed, under the present cir-
cumstances, the discussion plays a role of complicating or even making uni-
ted action impossible, since the masses are educated in the spirit of discussing
controversely only with the enemy.

In this connection the task consists in taking the preliminary steps towards
and proving in practice that discussions are no obstacle to united action.

When many organizations, criticising each other openly and publicly, would
still accomplish and coordinate common actions etc., this would have an influ-
ence on overcoming the present deplorable state of affairs.

Secondly, we should not forget that Communist parties are no discussion
clubs, but organisations of struggle. The principle of open and public ideolo-
gical struggle is naturally no call to discussing everything without distinguis-
hing the important from the unimportant. It is not an appeal to call into que-
stion again and again that which has been discussed and turned into a line after
collective discussions. It is not an appeal to discussing the decision of action
already adopted and to be accomplished during the action, and thus to weake-
ning the action. In particular, it is not an appeal to discussing the concrete orga-
nizational questions of a conspiratorial organization openly in public.

No, the appeal for an open and public ideological struggle is an appeal not
to conceal the differences of opinion which appear while working out the com-
mon political line in fundamental questions, and the differences of opinion in
fundamental questions, but to wage a discussion about these questions also
openly, by naming names and in public. October 1, 1996

(from: “Bolshevik Partizan" No. 106,
15 October 1996, Central Organ of the
Bolshevik Party [North Kurdistan/Turkey])
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